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Offerings at the Museum! 
“In the Very Beginning: Recovering the Lost Language and Culture 
of the Southern Patwin Suysun”  By: Martha McGettigan 

Martha McGettigan, a direct descendant of 

Benicia’s namesake Doña Benicia, returns 

to the Museum.  Her discussion is based on 

the works of her great-grandfather Dr. Pla-

ton M. G. Vallejo, a fluent speaker of the 

Southern Patwin Suysun language. He 

wrote down his observations of this now lost 

culture so the Patwin Suysuns would never 

be forgotten.                                            

Sunday, March 20th 
1:00 PM ♦ Free Event 

Suysun by Choris, 1816 

Peppino D’Agostino in Concert 

Saturday, April 30th ♦ 8:00 PM ♦ $35 

Doors open at 7:00 PM  ♦  No Host Bar 
Tickets available at: Benicia Historical      

Museum Gift Shop & Office, BrownPaper-
Tickets.com, Bookshop Benicia 

 

Local and international favorite, Peppino    
D’Agosino, will play pieces from his new album 

“Penumbra” which expresses his interest and 
proficiency in both classical guitar and 

his older steel-string playing style.    

Free to the public.                                 

Light refreshments will be served.  



New 2016 Benicia Arsenal Exhibit Scheduled  
by Executive Director, Elizabeth d’Huart 

 

Attention Museum members and history lovers!  We’re planning an excit-
ing new exhibit chronicling the Benicia Arsenal, scheduled to open in the 
autumn of 2016, and we need your help! The exhibit, titled “The Benicia 
Arsenal in War and Peace”, will feature the 117-year history of the Beni-
cia Arsenal spanning a time period that will cover its beginnings during 
the U.S. Army’s Frontier Duty to its conversion to the Benicia Industrial 
Park. 
 This exhibit is sponsored by a generous donation from Gizzi & 
Reep, LLP, Attorneys at Law, who have offices in the former Arsenal.  “It 
is important to preserve and appreciate the unique history of the Arsenal 
and to share it with our neighbors, the children in this community, and 

the public,” said Managing Partner Steve Gizzi in a recent press release 
about this upcoming 
exhibit event.   
 Jim Lessen-
ger, Chair of the 
BHM Exhibits Com-
mittee, has prepared 
special materials for 
teachers and stu-
dents which they will 
be able to take home 
as Museum exhibit 
handouts for class 
reports and projects.  
Beverly Phelan is 

urging the public to 

donate artifacts to 

augment the exhibit 

and to complete this 

important project, including: Arsenal tools and equipment; unit crests 

and patches; wooden ammo boxes; flags (especially those for SEATO, 

NATO, and the UN); and Arsenal photographs (particularly aerial).       

 Especially important are the campaign medals, corps pins, and 

civilian pins associated with the wars and campaigns in which the Arse-

nal and its workers and military personnel participated - quite a lengthy 

list indeed, as follows: the Civil War; the Indian War(s);the Spanish-

American War; the Philippine War; the China Campaign; the Mexican 

Service and Mexican Border Service; the WWI Army occupation of Ger-

many; the American Defense Service; the Women’s Army Corps Service; 

the American Campaign; the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign; the European-

African-Middle Eastern Campaign; World War II; the Army of Occupa-

tion; the National Defense Service; the Korean Service; the Armed Forces 

Expeditionary; the Vietnam War; and the Southwest Asia Service. Imag-

ine the pageantry and poignancy of a complete collection of these items! 

Please call the Museum if you have anything you think might be of inter-

est to us in the completion of this very ambitious and important endeav-

or. Thank you!  
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TOURS 
 

Educational tours with hands-on activi-
ties for children  

 
Arranged tours  for  adult, senior and 

family groups 

 

RENTAL AREAS 

 
Captain Charles  P. Stone Hall 

 
Spenger Memorial Garden 

For information  please visit our website 

Jim Lessenger and Bob Rozett fabricating exhibit display cases. 
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ARTS MEAN BUSINESS! 
 

Those of you who have attended either our “Golden Bough” or “Black Irish” concerts this 
January and February know that the Museum is a participant in the City of Benicia’s 

“Arts & Economic Prosperity Study”’ developed and distributed by “Americans for the 
Arts”, a large, national nonprofit based in Washington, 

DC.   The study is facilitated through a partnership be-
tween Benicia’s Economic Development Department, 
the Art and Culture Commission, and local art and 

culture organizations.  The survey, a short and anony-
mous questionnaire, will help us to measure the im-
pact of arts and culture dollars on the financial health 

and well-being of our fair City.  We hope 
that you will complete the question-

naire wherever and whenever you 
have the opportunity, at the Museum 

and elsewhere in town.  Thank you! 

From the Desk of the Board President, Lou Alfeld 
 

A New Year’s Greetings to all from the Benicia Historical Museum as we 
prepare for Spring.  The beginning of this year is well under way, and the 

Museum is accomplishing much.  This past January and February we 
held our music fundraising events with the “Golden Bough” Celtic Band 
and the “Black Irish” Band.  Both concerts were well attended and we 

hope that those of you who missed the events will set aside some time 
next year so that you can attend these very en-

tertaining concerts.   Both bands will be returning in 2017.  This 
coming April 30th, the Museum will sponsor the accomplished 
classical guitarist, Peppino D’Agostino, a Benicia resident who 

has given concerts in Europe and the U.S.    So please plan on 
attending this Classical Guitar Concert that supports both the 

Museum and the musical community of Benicia. 

On a sad note, the Benicia Historical Museum lost its long-time 

grounds keeper and friend of the museum, Charles (Chuck) 

Pregeant, who suddenly passed on December 23, 2015.  Chuck 

was a dedicated and honorable staff member who enjoyed work-

ing in the Museum garden and who always had a smile for every-

one.  Additionally, Chuck was an active member of St. Cathe-

rine’s Catholic Church in Vallejo where he also maintained the 

grounds and garden and was active in a number of other church 

activities.  He is missed very much by our organization. 

Chuck Pregeant 

March 18, 1940—

December 23, 2015 

Golden Bough on January 16th, performing 

to a packed house. 



Curator’s Corner  By  Beverly Phelan 

Matthew Turner has been a frequent subject of this 
column in past newsletters; however, I keep discover-
ing new information about this amazing shipbuilder 
and so I must share it with you!  The city of Benicia 
has many firsts in the history of California - listed 
here are some “firsts,” “bests,” and “mosts” attributed 
to Matthew Turner: 
♦ first person to discover codfish in the Pacific (1857) 

♦ first person to supply wholesale amounts of fresh fruit to the San 
Francisco Bay Area in the 1860s via  his ship “Nautilus”, effectively end-
ing the then widespread disease known as scurvy (caused by a deficien-
cy of vitamin C ) while, at the same time,  breaking all known sailing 

records doing so bringing the goods to port  
♦ first person to develop the still-current modern wide beam design, re-
pudiating and replacing the 2/5ths shipbuilding “rule” of the time  
♦ first person to set a record for greatest number of sailing ships built 
by one shipyard (240 +) 
♦ first person to set a record for greatest number of sailing ships pur-
chased by foreign buyers 
♦ first person to establish a successful and comprehensive American 
and French postal service to the Society Islands, (in service for over 
three decades), via his Tahiti Line of packet boats 
♦ first (and only) “Pioneer of the Pacific”, a nickname bestowed by an ad-
miring public to Turner for his development of new trade markets in the 
greater Pacific Basin; dubbed the “Original California Schoonerman” by 
authority and maritime historian 
Thomas J. Levell. 
 

 In addition to these remarkable 

accomplishments, Turner also figures 

in a number of heroic ocean rescue 

events.   In 1865, he and his men 

saved the crew of a disabled British 

steamer, “Panama”; Turner was after-

wards presented with a beautiful tele-

scope from the Queen of England as a 

gesture of thanks.  In 1905, the 

“Matthew Turner”, under Captain Carl 

Jensen, rescued two Norwegian ship 

crews in the South Pacific.  Some 

years ago, I had the privilege of meet-

ing Turner’s great-grandson Murray 

Hunt who told me this story and 

proudly showed me the silver coffee 

service given to his great-grandfather 

by King Haakon VIII of Norway.  Mo-

ments like these really connect us to 

our important past. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Louis Alfeld, President 

Robert Rozett, Vice President 

Susan Sullivan, Secretary 

Sam Chohan, Treasurer  

Dee Case 

John Halliday 

Larry Lauber 

Elizabeth Murphy 

Reginald Page 

Mike Caplin 
 

 

MUSEUM STAFF 

Elizabeth d’Huart, Executive Director 

Katelynn Burmark, Office Manager 

 

 

VOLUNTEER STAFF 

Harry Wassmann, Curator Emeritus 

Beverly Phelan, Curator 

Roberta Garrett, Registrar 

Jim Garrett, Multitask Volunteer 

Bob Kvasnicka, Registrar 

Fred Paine, Computer Consultant 

Susan Sullivan, Education Chair 

Greg Baldwin, Registar 
 

MUSEUM INTERN 

Rebecca Rhee 
 

MUSEUM DOCENTS 

Louis Alfeld 

Suzanne Awalt 

Sam Chohan 

Karen Burns 

Michael Caplin 

Cathy Christo 

Richard Dameron 

Judy Furlong 

Jim Lessenger 

Leonide McKay 

Elizabeth Murphy 

Reg Page 

Lorraine Patten 

Bob Rozett 

Bill Scott 

Carol Scott 

Rick Stierwalt 

Susan Sullivan 

Bill Venturelli 
 

MUSEUM EXHIBIT HOURS 

Wednesday through Sunday 

1:00pm to 4:00pm 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday through Friday 

9:00am to 2:00pm 

Call for holiday hours. 
 

 

ADMISSION: 

Adult:  $5.00 

Student:  $3.00 

Senior:  $3.00 
Children 5 to 12: $2.00 

Children under 5: free 

Members: free 
Military with ID:  free 

Matthew Turner aboard the Galilee, 1905 


