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TRACKS

The mission of the Benicia Historical Museum is to engage the community in the evolving history of Benicia and the Arsenal and their influence in the development of our country.
The Museum complex is the center where history is seen, enjoyed and preserved.
Through exhibits, events and educational programs we enlighten the public about the history
of this unique city.
Revised and adopted 2006

THE BEST PASTA IN TOWN
Think of your favorite pasta!
Where did you have it? Would
you believe that your favorite
pasta might well be one of
those featured at the Benicia
Historical Museum “A Taste of
Pasta” on Saturday, September
19th? As usual restaurants in
Benicia and Vallejo are don
ating their best pasta dishes to
enter in our contest. Last year’s
winner, Buon Appetito, will be
entering again. Other repeat contributors and contestants include
Venticello’s Ristorante, Pasta Pomodoro, Captain Blythers, Zio
Fraeda’s and Villa Romano of Napa. Newcomers entering are
Benicia Grill, Front Room, First Street Café,
Our event is different this year. It is not at the Clock Tower but at the
Museum. You will have a choice of eating in Stone Hall or on the
Patio in the garden. We will serve the dinner in the hall and if you
wish to go to the garden, someone will escort you there. If you
choose to eat in the hall, just find your place and enjoy.
The usual auction is not being held this year. We will be having an
online auction in its place at a later time. However, we will be having
a raffle of a number of valuable gifts. There also will be door prizes
that winners will be happy to take home with them.
The Pasta tasting is an important fundraiser for the museum. We are
always pleased when we are able to present an enjoyable experience
when asking you to support the museum with your hard earned
money. We know that this has always been enjoyable for our guests
and while you may miss the auction the socializing has always been
the key to our success. You will have the opportunity to give us
additional support through the raffle. Get your tickets now as there is
limited seating. Tickets are $25 and are available on line, from Board
members, Bookshop Benicia and Main Street. There will be no
tickets sold at the door. COME SUPPORT YOUR MUSEUM!

Sep. / Oct.

The Museum
Welcomes our
New Members
♦

Gail R. Core

Supporting
♦

Mark Brackett
♦

Gayle & Chuck Calhoun
♦

Elaine Gessert
♦

Ann Hansen
♦

Fred & Pat Paine
♦

Patron
♦

Kellie McCormick
♦

Jim & Chris Trimble

Museum Docents
Louis Alfeld
Brita Bautin
Glenn Boatman
Alexandra Borostyan
Tania Borostyan
David Galligan
Kimble Goodman
Elly Harkins
Toni Haughey
Gloria Lambousy
Larry Lauber
Jim Lessenger
Phyllis Malicki
Mary Marino
Louise Martin
Leonide McKay
Elizabeth Murphy
Lorraine Patten
Ron Rice
Carol Scott
Ian Toner
Rodney Warren
Donna Worthington
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Notes from Ann
We are always beginning! A new
school year, a new Museum board,
new goals, new web sites, bridge
openings, new emphasis on tourism –
all these things and more will be dealt
with in this issue of Camel Tracks.
We try to keep up with it all.
Just a year ago we were putting the
finishing touches on plans for our
opening of the garden and the Industrial exhibit was being
installed. Both of these are very valuable assets of the
Museum and have become an integral part of our operation.
The garden has become the focus of event planning and
has served us well in our first concert series. We have
hosted the Chamber of Commerce, Singles groups, the
Garden Tour (formal gardens are rare in Benicia!) There
have been weddings and receptions. The spectacular
lighting and ambience of the Industrial exhibit has brought

Curator’s Corner
We hope that most of our members
visited the museum during the “90th
Anniversary of WWI” exhibit. There
were so many things about WWI that
people had forgotten or never knew
about the “war to end all wars”.
Subjects covered were the Spanish
flu that killed more people than the
war itself, what life in the trenches
was like and of course what brought
the United States into the war.
The WWI exhibit has been taken down and will be replaced
by a temporary exhibit “Do you remember?. The purpose
of the exhibit is to display items that have never been
displayed or have not been seen for a while. Some will
remind visitors of things in their home, work and school.
Included are a typewriter from the 1920s, check protector
from the 1940s, old water heater from the 1920s, floor
heater, needlework from a former museum member, scale
model of an early Southampton development and other
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praise from the casual visitor as well as the most astute
collectors. Not absent in the praise area are visitors,
directors and curators from other museums. We felt we
had done an exceptional presentation and it has been
great to receive validation from all of these areas.
The new school year means our wonderful summer intern,
Monica Rhee, had to return to classes. Monica is astounding in her ability to comprehend needs and find ways of
taking care of them. She and fellow Key Club members
have been indispensable to the operation of the museum.
Key Club members have been helping set up for the
concerts, ushering, taking down the chairs. We rely on
them heavily. The new school year also signals preparation
for returning to Stone Hall for concerts. The first one will
be October 3rd with the Bryan Girard Quartet and the
Golden Bough on the 24th.
The holidays will come all too fast and then we will have
another beginning, 2010, our 25th anniversary year. We
are hoping to celebrate in a big way. Watch for details and
get ready! Have a good September and October.

objects and photos that we hope will bring you back to a
more simple time in our history.
Our Patwin exhibit enhancement has been put on hold until
spring when the materials we need are soft enough to
bend. A Patwin hut will be built in 1/3 size with the ability to
enter and realize what it was like to be in this type of hut.
The Rush Ranch in Suisun is interested in participating
with this project.
Coming in February of 2010 will be the “100th Anniversary
of the Boy Scouts of America”. Our board members Jim
Lessenger and John Halliday will be working on this exhibit
and will be asking for loans and gifts soon. If you have Boy
Scout items you would like to have considered for this
exhibit, please call Beverly 745-5435.
We had the pleasure of working with the summer intern
Monica Rhee. She and our Collections Manager Kellie
McCormick put our 8 x 10 and smaller photo collection in
acid-free hanging files and put the smaller envelopes into
larger envelopes for better handling. The photos have
always been in archival envelopes. We are proud to say
we have done the best for our photo collection.

FROM THE GIFT SHOP
Come in and see the new look of the gift shop.
Browse our selection of books and take advantage
of our 15% off during the month of September.
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WE WILL BRING THEM –
THEY WILL COME
I have to confess that while a group of dedicated members of the community were regularly getting together to
“duke it out” on forming a tourist organization, after a few
meetings, I designated someone to go in my place. It
was a few months later that I returned to the group to
work with them.
In the process, I found that there are numerous ways of
looking at tourism. I am dedicated to promoting the museum in every way possible. But what I cannot do in the
process is divorce myself from the whole. I may not
agree with all that is done but I have an obligation to help
move things ahead. That does not lessen the work I am
doing at the museum.
The Benicia City Council is funding the tourism plan. It
was a gutsy move for our group to go to the Council and
ask for funds in this time of economic chaos. It was a
gutsy move for the Council to grant the request. There
has been an attempt for years to get tourism in Benicia
off the ground. A plan is in order and to deny the funding
would mean shelving the project to another time. We
have forgotten how to sell ourselves to bring others to
visit and shop here. Some of the merchants and restaurants downtown are doing well. Others are struggling.
Coordination of efforts has to be achieved.
What the tourism group has proposed is to start the
process by hiring a person who “can take the ball and run
with it”. Plans are laid and now we need someone to
execute them. We need a person who can sell to the
world around us the benefits of visiting Benicia.
Just as we at the museum have been telling those
around us that we really have a gem here, we have to
sell the bigger gem of Benicia of which we are an integral
part. We are all a part of the bigger plan to bring
economic growth to Benicia. Without this growth, the
burden of operations will fall on the property owners. It
behooves citizens to get behind the efforts being made.
“Shop Benicia First” should become the motto of everyone who lives here. Visiting our historic sites and
museum enables us to see the history of which we are a
part of here in Benicia. When each of us takes the
responsibility of supporting our local businesses and
cultural centers we will give a tremendous boost to the
efforts of the Tourism group.
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Music At the Camel Barns
The hills are alive with music! We had a very successful
series of concerts with additional Mirth and Music series
in Stone Hall during the winter and spring seasons. Then
we went outside to the Spenger Garden.
It has been an exciting and challenging experience to
build a concert series from the ground up. The garden
venue has been a delight. It has been a learning
process ever since Rhonda Lucile Hicks first saw the
garden and said, “Yes” it could happen. Rhonda is the
producer of our series through her Red Dragon Fly
Productions. Her “know-how” has been indispensable to
us in the planning and execution of the series. Lacking
her musical knowledge we defer to her for final decisions
on the bands that play here. Her selectiveness brought
us excellent groups starting with Latin Jazz, North Beach
Brass, Celtic and our biggest sellout, George Cole and
Vive le Jazz, and Linda Ferro with her Blues, Rock and
Pop. Our final two concerts are in September: Dream
Posse on the 12th and the finale on the 26th of Tempest.
The garden venue is outstanding. The museum building
and the hill form a semi
Amphitheater protecting the audience from the fierceness
of the wind that blows around the front of the building. .
Most evenings have been mild but at times it is chilly so
we always recommend bringing a sweater or jacket.
Some nights are so balmy that no wrap is necessary. We
recall the pleasant evenings during September last year
during our dedications. The sound in the garden
approaches acoustical perfection.
After September, we go inside to Stone Hall and start our
fall and winter series. We begin with the Bryan Girard
Quartet October 3rd and then welcome back The Golden
Bough with their marvelous Celtic music on October 24th.
No plans have been formalized for the holiday season.
But you can look forward to the Black Irish in January and
the Men of Worth coming shortly there after. We expect
Mirth and Music to return. It will undoubtedly be another
exciting year which will go by at the same dizzying speed
that this year is going.
COME HEAR THE MUSIC!
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Geology Class for Students
How and why is our
earth constantly in
motion? Why are
there earthquakes?
Volcanic eruptions? Why
do we find fish fossils
on mountain tops and
dinosaur bones in
deserts? What is the
difference between a
rock and a mineral?
What are plate
tectonics?
Learn the answers to
these and many other
questions about our
earth at the Benicia
Historical Museum's upcoming GEOLOGY workshop
offered for student’s ages 8-11 on September 18th. The
class will run from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm and the fee is $30
per student.
Students are encouraged to bring their collections of any
kind (ex, baseball cards) as they will be guided in
organizing and cataloguing skills.
Phyllis Malicki, Museum volunteer docent and member
of the Vallejo Gem and Mineral Society will share her
vast knowledge and experience leading this workshop.
Registration form is available at beniciahistoricalmuseum.org or call the Museum, 707-745-5435

10 GUN SALUTE
Our salute this month goes to
our own Dr. Jim Lessenger
We salute Dr. James Lessenger for his dedication to
historical research. As Jim
has delved through
archives of the city, the
museum and federal
agencies he has been
diligent in ferreting out the
facts of all that is Benicia.
His research is a service to
the museum as is his work
as a docent and docent
training. His publications,
lectures and presentations
are of the highest caliber.
He truly serves as a board
member. Thanks, Jim, for
all you do.
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CALLING ALL MEMBERS
Do you know your board
members? Do you know what is
involved in the operation of a
museum? Are you aware of the
challenges that your museum
faces in its effort to continually
improve and grow – and become
the best little museum in California and beyond? Come and
listen and bend the ear of your
board, other members and
volunteers. You will know then
why it is important for you to be here for the election of the new
board. We’ll see you Sunday, September 27th 2:00 p.m.

Calendar of events
SPENGER GARDEN MUSIC SERIES
DREAM POSSE
Acoustic-electric music
Saturday, September 12, 2009
Spenger Garden @ 8:00 pm
GEOLOGY CLASS FOR CHILDREN
Friday, September 18, 2009
BHM from 1 to 4 pm
SINGLES NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM
Friday, September 25, 2009
Stone Hall
5 to 9 pm
A TASTE OF PASTA
Taste the best pasta purveyors of Solano county!
Door prizes and raffle items
Saturday, September 19, 2009
Stone Hall and Spenger Garden
5:30 to 7:30 pm
DOCENT MEETING & TRAINING
Saturday, September 26, 2009
BHM @ 8:30am
SPENGER GARDEN MUSIC SERIES
TEMPEST
Electric Folk Rock
Saturday, September 26, 2009
Spenger Garden @ 8:00 pm
MEMBERSHIP ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, September 27, 2009
Stone Hall @ 2:00 pm
THE BRYAN GIRARD QUARTET IN CONCERT
Saturday October 3, 2009
Stone Hall @ 8:00 pm
GOLDEN BOUGH IN CONCERT
Saturday, October 24, 2009
Stone Hall @ 8:00 pm

