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Welcomes our
New Members
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♦

Ian Tonne
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WARM AND FUZZY?

Blythe Wilson

Supporting

We all enjoy the feeling of doing something worthwhile for others.
Like all nonprofit organizations
your museum is essentially a
volunteer organization. Your
Board of Directors is a hard
working volunteer organization.
They do not just sit in meetings
and give orders. Each board
member is expected to make
monetary as well as time commitVolunteer working at the garden
ments. Every function that is held
has any where from five or ten, up to a hundred or more volunteers
involved. There are tasks of every
variety. There are leadership roles in
many different areas. Board members are called on to fill those spots.
With four buildings and a garden
with surrounding grounds it would be
an impossible job without volunteers.
Contributions could be a commitment
to manage a monthly cleanup day.
Volunteers working in the Industrial Exhibit
Or a
telephone corp. might afford us longer
office hours. More docents would
give us the opportunity to open up all
displays for longer periods of time.
We have had some phenomenal
accomplishments by volunteers. Last
year we had over 100 volunteers who
assisted with the dedication celebraScout Volunteer working on the ramps
tion. We had as many as 30 volunteers a day working on the construction of the Industrial Exhibit which
we so proudly show off now. The Boy
Scouts did the handicapped ramps and
refurbished the arches. A team of
volunteers fanned out from the top of the
parking lot down to the Powder Magazine
under the leadership of Jim Lessenger to
make the grounds clean and presentable
Volunteers working in the Office
for the celebration. The Kiwanis gave
See Destination, Page 3
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Notes from Ann

there is constant research going on in the restoration of the
original vessel.

In some ways the winter months,
November and December and on into
the new year are quieter months in
spite of all the holidays. However, we
do not hibernate.

We do not lose sight of our primary purpose of communicating the history of our city and area to the public.
Intense effort is being made to complete the interactive
elements of at least two of our exhibits. The Patwin Native
American exhibit is foremost in our plans and the history of
the Benicia Fire Department is close behind. To be as
authentic as possible we have to wait for the new growth of
tulle to build the Patwin hut. Even having to wait to do it,
we hope to have it completed by our formal opening of the
Anniversary festivities in May. In the meantime work will
progress on the fire exhibit. The anniversary of the
museum coincides with the anniversary of the founding of
Benicia.

This year especially we are pretty
much in high gear. Beverly Phelan
and Jim Lessenger are pulling out all stops to create a
momentous 100th Anniversary display for the Boy Scouts
of America. Benicia has a long history of activity with the
Scouts. In addition, in preparation for the celebration of
our 25th anniversary, Louise Martin and Mary Marino are
coordinating activities for the BIG celebration. Plans are
to launch a lecture series and combination Stone Hall and
Spenger Garden music series. The lecture series will
include Dotty Belknap whose highly acclaimed book A
Place to Mend is in the National Museum of Women in the
Arts. A Place to Mend documents Benicia scenes through
photography and poetry. The Athenaeum Music & Arts
Library in La Jolla has the only other existing copy of the
book. We also hope to bring the replica of the Hunley
back. There is always something new to feature since

Curator’s Corner
Our “Do you remember?…”
exhibit is installed and we hope that
you can come by and see items and
photos that were not on display previously. A beautiful display of the
Hickson’s square dance outfits, a
football with the signatures of all
those who attended the banquet
honoring long-time coach Phil Goettel donated by Marie
Earp, a vacuum pump from Benicia High School, treadle
sewing machine from the Mortensen’s and much more!
The exhibit will be up until the end of the year. Don’t forget
that members are free and you receive a 10% discount in
our gift shop that has been changed to the General Store,
prop. Edward Von Pfister. General Store manager Toni
Haughey has done a marvelous job of creating an oldfashioned store.
Volunteer Bob Kvasnicka has finished copying over 400
glass plate negatives by John Molfino, a barber in Benicia
and amateur photographer. They were donated by the
Olivia O’Grady Estate years ago. The work that Bob has
accomplished is immeasurable. They have added so much
to our photo collection. They have been accessioned and
properly stored by our Collections Manager Kellie McCormick.
Bob, Kellie and I met with two members of the Molfino
family to help identify the individuals in the photos. They
enjoyed the visit and want to return to have a private tour of
all our buildings.

Needless to say, we need the support of our members
and the business community to achieve our goals. We are
seeking sponsors for the various aspects of our
celebration. We believe we can increase our volunteer
force so that we will be laying the foundation for an even
greater second 25 years in our development toward
becoming the “Best little museum in California and
beyond”. We believe we will present a meaningful
celebration for all of you.
John L. Molfino was born in Genoa, Italy in 1876 and
immigrated to the United States in 1894. He lived in
Merced, Port Costa and Benicia. He married Giaconda
Canessa and had two daughters, Marguerite and Violet.
Marguerite married Ralph J. Myers and had two children,
Ralpha June and Harvey. Ralpha and Harvey met with us
to view the photos.
Roberta Garrett continues to work on our valuable
photo collection and has been accessioning items as well.
Roberta comes every Thursday for a full day of dedication
to our Museum. Outside of the usual museum work, we
have had research questions on Matthew Turner, waterfront property, semi-pro baseball teams and lot locations
bought in the early days of Benicia. We provide this
service and it is much appreciated by those who are looking into their past or writing a book on a particular subject.
If any of our members who have lived in Benicia long
enough to know about the history of people or places,
please give me a call. (745-5435 Tues. thru Fri.) Your input
would help us to be more thorough in our research.
Jim Lessenger is the chair of the “100th Anniversary of
the Boy Scouts of America” exhibit to open February 7,
2010. He has been working diligently to acquire memorabilia
of this long-standing organization. Items have been
coming in and we are going to use what we need from
everyone lending or donating their treasures. If you have
something to loan or donate, please call Beverly Phelan
745-5435 or Jim Lessenger 751-0289. The opening day
will be very exciting, so mark your calendars!
Beverly Phelan
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Burlap Happenings

Continue form page 1

unprecedented assistance
with redoing the office to
make working here more
pleasant. The high school
Key Club as well as helping
with the office worked
diligently throughout the
summer during our maiden
voyage of the Spenger Garden Series. During the year,
Larry Lauber in addition to
his docent duties was incessant in his efforts to clear
away dry weeds and grass
that could make us a tinder
box in case of fire.

If you attended the garden concerts this summer or if
you have been to the hall lately, you have seen some
very impressive wall hangings.

Volunteers working in the Garden

Volunteers are the life blood of the museum. As we
grow, we need you more and more. Without volunteers
we cannot accomplish our mission. We know that
families are very busy with the many commitments,
especially in Benicia, that they make to their children’s
education and activities. It would be great to include the
museum in their education and activities. Think about
what you could do to enhance the museum experience
for them. Volunteering at the museum would increase
its importance in their eyes. Your museum is a gem,
the heritage of which belongs to all members of the
community. Make it your own through participation and
experience that warm, fuzzy feeling as you help polish
that gem.

Pasta Pomodoro Winner of
the Taste of Pasta 2009

From left to right: Tim Lynch, Museum Board Member and
Pasta event Chair; Tonya Palacios, Pasta Pomodoro General
Manager and David Galligan, Museum Board President

We have through
the years lamented
the acoustics in the
hall which some time
limit our use and
discourage rentals.
We have looked at
various means of
mitigating the
problem. A full
solution would require massive renovations, rewiring
and upgrading of the hall. Needless to say, the funds
are not there to do this work. In the meantime, we do
what we can to work around the problem.
Fortunately for us, we have a very creative employee
in our office manager, Tania Borostyan. We had been
discussing the disposal of burlap left over from the
building of the Industrial Exhibit when Tania came up
with the idea of the hangings. She asked if she might
experiment with some ideas she had. Given the green
light she went to work and brought her first creation in
for approval. There was no doubt that she had found a
way of mitigating in a small way the problem but also
adding beautiful adornments to the walls of Stone Hall.
The one difficulty we have with them is convincing
people that she was the creator of the hangings. Requests for where they could be purchased are punctuated by disbelief and finally admiration for her work.

Elsewhere in this publication you will read about
volunteerism. This is a perfect example of a person
seeing a need and filling it. Tania worked at the hangings at home after putting forth her best effort (as she
always does) at her position here. Three cheers for
Tania and many thanks.
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Celebration Day at the
Museum
Halloween, Thanksgiving, Hanukah, Kwanzaa, Christmas, New Years! We do celebrate and there is no better
way to do it than with people who mean a lot to us.
Those people are you – our members, our volunteers,
our donors – all of you to whom we are so grateful for
whom we exist as a museum. That is why we need to
celebrate – to say thank you for all of the past blessings
you have brought to us. To goof off at Halloween and to
give wishes to you for the best of Hanukah, Christmas,
Kwanzaa, New Years and the living out of all your
dreams. No matter what our beliefs are, we all recognize
that we do not fully manage the controls, humbling
though it may be we have to remember there is a
greatness above us that has the ultimate say.
So it is, with all this in mind, that we say come to the
party – the party in which the Benicia Historical Museum
and the Benicia Historical Society unite to wish everyone
well and enjoy the company of all of those around us.
The Holiday Party is the first Sunday of December. Look
at and save the flyer enclosed here and mark your calendar. The flyer will tell you what you should provide for the
pot luck. Please remember the gift for CAC – we eat
heartily, let’s share with those less fortunate and
bring at least a can of food for the hungry.

Volunteer of the Month
Bob Kvasnicka
Perhaps it would be better to label him as Volunteer of
the Year.
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General Store Report
Our new General Store, prop. Edw. Von Pfister is up
and running! With
the holidays coming our members
should be aware
of the exciting
items our store
has to offer. Don’t
forget that members receive a
10% discount on
all purchases!
Support your local
museum as you shop for the holidays, we are open Wed.
thru Sun. 1-4 p.m.
Bears, bears and more
bears. There are
lovable black bears in
three different sizes that
feel so soft! This
California bear would
please adults as well as
children. The little ones
will enjoy hearing the
tiny bear roar! There is
an array of historic items; Civil War hats, black top hat
and wooden toys. We also carry a Little Black Folk Doll
Kit, Beginning Quilting Kit and Golden Poppy ornaments.
To give gifts to your friends who love historic subjects
there are books on Benicia (give a maroon-lined museum
mug to go with it) Jack London, the Miwok Legend,
Abraham Lincoln, and others. For the younger set there
is a beautifully illustrated book on Chu Chu’s Little Turtles
by local author David Bosse Jr. and several titles from the
Yosemite National Park. When setting your holiday
tables you may want to use the Spenger Garden glasses
with beautiful logos in gold of the garden and the Benicia
Historical Museum.

Bob Kvasnicka has been the steady eyes and hands of
the glass plate project in
the collections departAnd remember a great gift idea for History buffs is a
ment. Not only has Bob
museum membership itself.
done excellent research
and created an enviable
record for the museum but
he has put his expert
photographic skills to use
MEMBERSHIP HOLIDAY POTLUCK
and produced pictures
Sunday, December 6, 2009
that we are happy to
Stone Hall @ 5:00 pm
include in publications and
displays. It is with
BLACK IRISH IN CONCERT
gratitude that we start our
Saturday January 23, 2010
new Volunteer of the
Stone Hall @ 8:00 pm
Month recognition with
MEN OF WORTH IN CONCERT
kudos to Bob.

Calendar of events

Friday, February 19, 2010
Stone Hall @ 8:00 pm

