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Museum Docents
♦
Louis Alfeld
♦
Tania Borostyan
♦
Karen Burns
♦
Robert Cates
♦
Sonny Flores
♦
David Galligan
♦
Kimble Goodman
♦
Toni Haughey
♦
Jim Lessenger
♦
Mary Marino
♦
Lori Morris
♦
Leonide McKay
♦
Elizabeth Murphy
♦
Lorraine Patten
♦
Bob Rozett
♦
Eric Sargeson
♦
Jessica Sargeson
♦
Carol & Bill Scott
♦
Susan Sullivan
♦
Sharon Toner
♦
Bill Venturelli
We are always looking for
new docents. Please contact
the Museum to learn about
the docent training schedule
and the benefits accrued to
docent members and
nonmembers.

Registrar

Museum Educator

Sep. / Oct.

Mark your Calendars for our
Second Annual Costume ball!!!
Saturday, October 29. 2011
Stone Hall @ 8:00pm
For information and tickets please call the Museum office
or visit our website www.beniciahistoricalmuseum.org

We are always exited to
work with high school and
college students to help
build their applications
for institutions of higher
learning and future
employment.
Start building your
application and resume now!
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Director’s corner

It contains stories about the peoples who inhabited this
place: the native Americans, living as one with the land, who
wove their dwellings from indigenous reeds; the restless men
It is with real pleasure and anticipation
and women who gave up everything “back East” and
that I address, for the first time, the
journeyed West in a magnificent gamble; those who stayed
Board of Directors, members, volunand prospered and found great rewards; those who came
teers, staff and Camel Track readers in
because they had to, bound by duty and the course of the
my new capacity as Executive DirecCivil War; and on up through the decades encompassing
tor of the Benicia Historical Museum.
World War I, World War II, the postwar decades that have
By way of
introduction, I have lived
witnessed the rapid growth in the oil, IT and other industries and worked in Washington, D.C, Lonall of the characters and events that define the Benicia that is
don,
Switzerland and France in the
our home. It is these wonderful stories, interwoven in the
corporate, nonprofit and political secmost intricate and fascinating way, which compose the physitors in the areas of community relations, education procal and cultural fabric of Benicia, establishing and informgramming, development and nonprofit management, and most ing our "sense of place".
recently as the director of a small visual arts museum in GeorBHM is an extremely valuable community resource and tool. It
gia.
provides an opportunity to experience and enjoy all of these
I have also worked as a volunteer with a local nonprofit here in stories. It is also a place where we should feel compelled to
Benicia, and have come to appreciate, not only the special
reflect on the importance of history itself and explore the larger
qualities of its bayside location and many amenities, but also questions the study of history provides: Who are we? Where
the spirit of its citizens, who clearly cherish the town’s unique
do we come from? Where are we going? Who is writing our
contribution to both California and American history. “Sense
story now, as we are living it? What do we contribute, keep
of place” can encompass many qualities, sometimes hard to
and preserve for future generations?
recognize and difficult to articulate, but I think everyone who
visits Benicia or lives here would agree that this beautiful town The past, present and future are all parts of a continuous
has managed to retain the best of yesterday while striving for thread. As someone once said, “If you want to predict the
future, you must invent it”. With the guidance and direction of
a better tomorrow. The Benicia Historical Museum is an
extremely important part of Benicia, not just because it serves the Board, and support from BHM volunteers and sponsors
and the good citizens of our community at large, I believe that
as a catalogue of those yesterdays and because it is the
we our capable of inventing a marvelous future for the
repository of beautiful, utilitarian, and anthropological
Museum, as well as making a huge contribution to the fabric
artifacts. All of these things are true, yes, but it is so much
and DNA of Benicia.
more than that - and more than “just” an historic monument,
collection, or organization…it holds within its walls the identity
Elizabeth d’Huart
of Benicia, its very DNA.
Executive Director

Curator’s Corner
By popular demand, our “Vietnam
War-Veterans Remembered” exhibit
will be extended until the end of
September. It has been extremely
well attended and many have
expressed the desire for a lengthier
exhibit schedule to accommodate
first and second viewing.
The request for copies of photos in
our collection has increased this past year. Most recently,
there has been a demand for photos of the Arsenal
buildings, architectural subjects being the most popular.
One picture is worth a thousand words!
Our latest acquisitions include a leather covered camel
donated by Kathleen, Gary, Grant and Giana Lugliani;
copies of the Benicia Herald, Solano Historian, The
Gazette, 125th Anniversary of St. Paul’s booklet and
various other papers donated by Mrs. Joan Puccinelli;
several maps hand drawn in the 1930s by Bill Freitas
donated by Dr. & Mrs. Dana Elmore and an envelope

addressed to Lucy A. Winston, Benicia in 1885 donated
by Frank Webb. The written material that we receive
helps us gather more information on Benicia’s vast history.
We appreciate all donations and the generosity of the
donors!
Our next exhibit will be the newly expanded Brothers and
Sisters, an exhibit highlighting the history of Benicia’s
fraternal and saroral organizations.
Scheduled is an African American exhibit in February
2012 to celebrate Black History Month and this month’s
unveiling of the Washington DC. Martin Luther King
Memorial, and an exhibit commemorating the 100th
Anniversary of the Girl Scouts of America in May of 2012.
We are looking for individuals to help with the Girl Scout
exhibit – please share your stories about your Girl Scouts
experiences with Beverly… please call her 745-3397.
We are looking forward to seen all of you at the annual
meeting at which time you may meet our new Executive
Director Elizabeth d’Huart.
Beverly Phelan
Curator
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From the President
of the Board
New Beginnings are exciting. Our new
Executive Director, Elizabeth d’Huart,
is on board now and quickly has found
many friends here at the Museum.
Having been on the Board for the past
six years, I am proud of all the great accomplishments our
members, volunteers and staff have achieved. From my
first day here, I have been amazed by the continued
support from all I have encountered. The future of the
museum is in great hands and I am confident our long

100 Years of Fashion
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range plans will continue to be fulfilled. Following our
General Membership meeting on September 25, 2001, our
new board and executive director will continue to honor our
mission and purpose. While I will merely be a member of
the museum, rest assured I will continue to support our
events as well as volunteer for different committees. This
museum is a hidden jewel in our bay area. The work
ahead is critical to the continued presentation of our
history. While I am thankful to all for their continued
support, I want to let you know the future looks great.
Many hands are necessary to keep our mission alive.
Please call or stop by to meet our new Executive Director
and welcome her to our community.
Warm regards,
David Galligan

Spenger Garden Concert Series
Presents:

Steve Freund
Saturday, September 17
@ 8:00pm
Guitarist, producer and bandleader
Steve Freund, praised by Rolling
Stone for his "masterful,
no-nonsense guitar work"
relocated to the West Coast
following 18 years as one of
Chicago's most respected
musicians and currently lives in Vallejo.

Our latest fundraiser was a collaboration between BHM and
Goodwill Bags, raising monies for goodwill and the Museum – a
win – win situation! It was beautifully done and everyone
enjoyed looking back to the way society dressed for formal and
informal occasions in the late 18th and early 19th centuries..
There was nightwear from the 1890s accompanied by a
chamber pot for effect! A white satin evening dress reminded us
all of what our mothers would have worn in the 1930s. Women
suffragettes were represented as well as ladies in beachwear. It
was a great show! There was a wonderful box lunch catered by
Mike and Gayle’s Hometown Grill in Benicia. Ann Buringrud on
the museum’s development committee thought of this idea as a
fundraiser and she and Beverly Phelan had fun doing it. Others
who made this event possible are Barrie Robinson, Lorraine
Patten, Lori Morris, Jim Phelan, Toni Haughey and of course the
invaluable assistance from our office manager Tania Borostyan.
The Museum is always happy to work with nonprofits with Hall
rentals, events planning, and fundraising efforts - please talk to
Tania about renting the Hall so that we can provide all of the
information and assistance you may need.

Freund moved to Chicago from New York City in 1976 and
began his education in blues playing the role of second guitar
behind Hubert Sumlin, Lee Jackson, Homesick James, Louis
Myers and many others. He spent two years working with Big
Walter Horton and Floyd Jones.
In 1978, he became Sunnyland Slim's main guitarist, playing just
about every gig with the piano legend until the time of his death.
Freund became the consummate piano accompanist working
with Pinetop Perkins, Jimmy Walker, Henry Gray, Erwin Helfer,
David Maxwell and many more.
"Steve Freund shines every time he steps forward, playing with
sizzling drive, taste, and real creativity." - Peter Welding,
Downbeat
"...brings understated class to new originals and standards
alike." - Living Blues Magazine
Tickets are for sale at: Bookshop Benicia in the Southampton
Plaza, the Museum office and gift shop and online at
www.beniciahisotircalmuseum.org
Tickets $20.00
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Arts and trades Exhibit:
Mike Kendall
Exhibit will run from
08/15/11 to 10/15/11
Mike Kendall: Artist Statement
“I enjoy creating works that
demand the viewer’s attention,
through bold statements,
contradiction, illusion or
moving beyond the visual
senses.
I have a vivid imagination, a
strong curiosity and no desire to
limit myself to a focused
exploration of the minimal.
I enjoy the absurdity and duality that is human nature. My work
tends to be very tight and finished with no loose ends trailing off,
which is a bit of a contradiction to the way I conduct my daily
affairs.”
For more information please visit the artist’s website at
www.mikekendall.com

Congratulations Bev!!!
Since moving to Benicia in
1985, Beverly has become very
involved with the Benicia
Historical Museum. Two
weeks after moving here,
Beverly visited the Museum
and met Harry Wassmann,
which sparked her interest in
the history of our wonderful
city. She joined the Museum in
1989 and in 1990 was elected to
the Board of Directors for six
years serving as President in her
last year. She also served as
Interim Director in 1994 and again for four years in 1998.
Beverly, (seen here blowing out candles at her Museum
birthday party celebration), became Museum Curator in 2005
and is at the Museum most days working her magic with
research and exhibits as an unpaid but crucial member of the
Museum operations and “go - to” person for information on
anything Benici-an....

Happy Birthday and
Thank you Beverly!
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National Museum Day
National Museum Day is Saturday, September 24 - in the spirit
of the Smithsonian museums, who offer free admission every
day, Museum day is an annual event in which museums across
the country open their doors to anyone for free.
It is in this same spirit that we offer free admission to the Benicia
Historical Museum Saturday, September 24 and Sunday,
September 25. Take advantage of this fabulous freebie!
Saturday and Sunday Museum hours: 1:00pm to 4:00pm

Calendar of events
Vietnam war - Veterans Remembered
Ongoing exhibit
Continues until September 30
Museum
Spenger Garden Music Series
presents:
The Steve Freund Trio
Saturday, September 17, 2011
Spenger Garden @ 8:00pm
Annual Membership Meeting
Sunday, September 25, 2011
Stone Hall @ 2:00pm
Costume Ball
Saturday, October 29, 2011
More information TBA
Christmas Tree Lot
Starting on Friday, Nov. 25, 2011
Until Saturday, Dec. 24, 2011
Museum Parking Lot
10:00am to 8:00pm
Membership Holiday Potluck
Sunday, December 4, 2011
Stone Hall @ 5:00pm
Kids concert
Sunday, December 11, 2011
Stone Hall
More information TBA
Men of Worth in Concert
Saturday, January 7, 2012
Stone Hall @ 8:00pm

