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“The mission of the Benicia Historical Museum is to educate the public about the
City of Benicia and the military presence as it relates to the history of California.”
Revised and adopted 2012

Christmas Tree Fundraiser
There is nothing like a freshly cut Christmas tree to excite the senses and build
holiday cheer! For the third year in a row, we are joining with Genesis House to
run a Christmas tree lot at the Museum, with a large selection of first quality,
freshly cut trees, in a variety of sizes at value pricing. No need to drive miles away
and fight for parking – come to the Museum,
find the “perfect” tree, and raise funds for
these two valuable organizations. While
you’re shopping, take the time to pose with
this lovely antique wooden camel figure
from a carousel – Santa, (in the form of a
very generous donor), has most appropriately
brought this adorable creature to reside
here just in time for the holiday season …
we are wondering what to call her. What’s
your suggestion?

“Freedom is a Hard Bought Thing”
By Elizabeth d’Huart

This past September 23rd, we opened our temporary exhibit “Freedom is a Hard Bought Thing”, generously sponsored
by Allied Waste, commemorating the 150th anniversary of Lincoln’s Proclamation, (September 22, 1862,) which made
the abolition of slavery the central goal of the Civil War, and which formed the basis of the 1865 13th amendment
abolishing slavery everywhere in the U.S. One of Benicia’s famous sons and a former resident of the Arsenal, Stephen
Vincent Benet, wrote the short story “Freedom is a Hard Bought Thing” from which the title of the exhibit is taken.
Stephen Vincent Benet was a prolific and forceful man of letters who was awarded the prestigious Pulitzer Prize in 1929
for his most famous work, the epic poem “John Brown’s Body”, which describes the horrific suffering of life on a slave
ship. Mr. Benet also inspired, and was quoted by, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other Civil Rights leaders and writers.
It would be impossible for a museum of this size, staffed almost
entirely by volunteers, to do justice to the length, breadth, and
gravity of this subject. Rather, the BHM exhibit mission has
been to discover and document the story of the African American
experience as it relates specifically to Benicia; and our approach
to the community resulted in material that comes primarily from
residents who were living here during the l950s and ’60s, the
Civil Rights era. Our thanks to those who came forward and
contributed their research and to those volunteers who helped
to put this exhibit in place; also to the Gospel Melody Tones,
our opening reception concert group, and Sharon-McGriffPayne, author of “John Grider’s Century –
See Freedom, Page 4
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A note from the Board President
by Carol Scott
I am honored to have been elected as President of the Board.
Thank you.
Recently retiring after 37 years of teaching all primary education
subjects, my most rewarding and favorite subject was that of
California history. The Museum has given me the opportunity to
continue those teachings, through the BHM Education Outreach
Committee, to visiting school groups.
Hands-on activities are the best and most enjoyable way for young
people to learn. In the past year, over 600 students came to our activities and experienced
the imaginary life of no electricity, doing laundry by hand, building adobe blocks, and
other parts of life in the mid 1800’s.
The opening of our latest exhibit, “Freedom is a Hard Bought Thing,” was very well
attended. Thank you to the Exhibit Committee and volunteers that dedicated many
hours to the production of this wonderful event.
If you have not attended the exhibit, please don’t miss the opportunity. We will hold the
exhibit open through February to help celebrate Black History Month.
Many a toe was tapping at the Golden Bough concert. Everyone appeared to enjoy the
Celtic music with audience participation. A few folks were up and dancing as well.
Thank you to those who attended in support of the Benicia Historical Museum.
Stay tuned for the next concert, which features Men of Worth, in January.
November will bring on the Christmas tree sales. This is a great opportunity to raise
money for the Museum and its operating funds. Toni Haughey has done an exceptional job
organizing the event and we need to show our support in any way we can. Volunteers
See President, Page 4

Message from the Executive Director
by Elizabeth d’Huart

MUSEUM EXHIBIT HOURS

Wednesday through Sunday
1:00pm to 4:00pm
OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday through Friday
9:00am to 2:00pm
ADMISSION:

Adult:
Student:
Senior:
Children 5 to 12:
Children under 5:
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$5.00
$3.00
$3.00
$2.00
free

I recently prepared a report for the BHM Board of Directors and
City of Benicia in which I listed all of the BHM exhibit openings, concerts, and other events and activities that have taken
place at the Museum this past fiscal year (July 1, 2011 through
June 31, 2012), on up through this month of October. In addition to school tours, senior tours, and rentals, we had a total of
ten temporary exhibits and six concerts, plus thirteen other
events, (lectures, fundraisers), plus the month-long Christmas
Tree lot last year, (and back again this year), with various other
Board member functions outside our monthly Board meetings
and committee and subcommittee meetings…it never fails to
astonish me how much our Museum “family” volunteers manage to
accomplish, and how dedicated our “regulars” are.
I think it is timely to mention that the long list of BHM volunteer staff and Museum
docents contained in the newsletter represents those who may or may not currently be
active on an ongoing basis…during the past several months we have lost volunteers,
temporarily or perhaps permanently, to various “life events” that signal changes – some
good, some bad - like work and marriage relocation; new grandchildren; knee replacement;
hip replacement; rotator cuff and back injuries; etc. etc., which are reflected in frequent
changes here with scheduling. This is no surprise, really, when you consider that the
demographics for most nonprofit volunteers sketch the profile of someone who has
retired from employment, aged over 62, who likes weekends free to visit with grandchildren,
and who is not comfortable driving after dark and who may have limited
See Director, Page 4
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TOURS
Educational tours with Hands-on activities
for children

Arranged tours for adult, senior and
family groups

RENTAL AREAS

Captain Charles P. Stone Hall
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Curator’s Corner
By Beverly Phelan
This wonderful town that we all call home has an amazing history.
Sometimes we forget just how amazing it is. What happened in the
past doesn’t come to mind on a regular basis, so I thought I would
put forward some of this amazing history to remind you or, in some
cases, inform you of that history.
Many noted men and women connected with the early history of
California are associated with this place. General Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo, donor of the land we call Benicia; Dr. Robert Semple,
founder of the city and president of the State Constitutional Convention at Monterey in 1849, General Persifer F. Smith, Commanding Officer of the Pacific Division of the United States Army after California became a
state; Brevet Captain Charles P. Stone, founder and later First Commander of the Benicia Arsenal and builder of the pedestal for the Statue of Liberty; Thomas O. Larkin, the
first and only American consul in California during the Mexican period; Concepcion Arguello, the heroine of tales by Bret Harte; Richard White and Gertrude Atherton and many
more individuals who were here in the early years.
In addition, in the early history of the town are found educators, jurists and religious leaders of prominence such as C. J. Flatt, professor of the Benicia Collegiate Institute; Miss
Mary Atkins, the first Principal of the Benicia Seminary; the Rev. C. T. Mills, her successor and the founder of Mills College at Oakland; Judge Serranus Clinton Hastings, founder of Hastings Law College in 1878, who settled at Benicia in 1849 and was immediately
appointed chief justice of the Supreme Court of California; Judge Joseph McKenna, who
came to Benicia in 1855 and later became associate justice of the Supreme Court of the
United States; the Rev. J. L. Breck, founder of two diocesan schools of the Episcopal
Church in Benicia; Bishop Wingfield, of the Sacramento Diocese, who had his bishopric
in Benicia from 1876 to 1898; Father Francis Vilarrasa, first pastor of Saint Dominic’s
church 1854-1888; and for a time, the then youthful Jack London, who wrote about his
Benicia experiences in his “John Barleycorn” narratives.
There is much more to tell of Benicia’s past. For those who would like to learn more, the
gift shop in the museum carries several books on Benicia history; the original Great Expectations; Benicia-Portrait of an Early California Town; Images of America-Benicia; and
Walking Tour of Painted Tiles and Historic Landmarks on Benicia’s First Street.

Spenger Memorial Garden

Housekeeping at BHM
By Elizabeth d’Huart
A large thank-you to those who have sent money to replace the containers that stands
outside the museum buildings. The painted barrels are being replaced with new barrels,
which will not be painted but treated to withstand the weather, and planted with drought
and wind resistant plantings. New and previous donors to the “barrel buddies” and garden refurbishment program will be gratefully acknowledged by a plaque. In addition, the
exterior arch insets are being readied for a new coat of paint, which has been colormatched to the existing sandstone. Naturally, we must work with Mother Nature and her
rainy season schedule, but fingers crossed, this work will be accomplished within the
next few months as volunteers squeeze this work into their own schedules and dodge the
raindrops…we should be looking spiffier than ever very soon.

For information please visit our website
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Freedom
Continue from page 1

African Americans in Solano, Napa, and Sonoma Counties
from 1845 to 1925”. Sharon addressed a large audience
who appreciated her detailed accounts of local families,
and who asked many questions during the Q & A period
which followed. Those who requested autographed copies
of her book are on a “will call” list and will be contacted
when the books arrive.

In conjunction with this exhibit, the BHM also hosted author
Waights-Taylor, Jr. this past October 14, who presented a
lecture entitled “Freedom’s Tsunami”. Mr. Taylor wrote
“Our Southern Home – Scottsboro to Montgomery to
Birmingham, the Transformation of the South in the
Twentieth Century”, which discusses the incredible speed
with which social and cultural changes finally occurred for
African Americans after 1965. Mr. Taylor read from his
book and shared some of the stories he uncovered while
doing his research. Attendees were pleased to be able to
buy signed copies of his book. Our thanks again to those
who helped before and during these events, especially
Mayor Elizabeth Patterson who read the City proclamation
and who helped with the ribbon-cutting ceremony. The
exhibit will stay up through February, 2013, to coincide
with “Black History Month”. We look forward to seeing you
at the Museum, Wednesday through Sunday, 1 – 4 PM,
and at other times by arrangement.

President
Continue from page 2

are needed to be on hand, to run the cash register and
sales receipts. This is OUR event and we need to show
the support. Please sign up early to avoid any last minute
scrambles to locate volunteer help.
December is our 27th Annual Membership Potluck dinner.
Watch for additional information on these events and others, in this
newsletter, e-mails and local media announcement’s.
Thank you again and remember we can use more Docents and
active volunteers.
Have a happy and safe holiday season.
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Director
Continue from page 2

strength and mobility. This means that the Museum is
constantly struggling to refresh and replenish our volunteer
personnel in order to cover our opening hours from 1 – 4
PM Wednesday through Sunday, exhibit openings, day
and evening fundraising openings and fundraisers, tour
guides for our special tours, and children’s hands- on
activities, as well as the set-up and take-down of exhibits
and the variety of office jobs that need tending. Our Office
Manager is an accomplished and gracious professional
who manages to plow through the work like a dynamo, but
twenty hours per week barely makes a dent in the ongoing
work that needs doing, hence this BHM volunteer “call out”
to bring on a full complement of personnel. Please consider
your own talents and what they could mean to the Museum…
we have included an updated, simplified volunteer form
with this newsletter. If you can spare some time, occasionally
or on a regularly scheduled basis, we would be very happy
to speak with you! Docent training has been shortened
and refined with a one-on-one buddy system format that
makes for a pleasant and rewarding experience,
accommodating your calendar… so be here - and be a part
of history!

Calendar of events
"FIRE & ICE"
Current arts & technology exhibit
Featuring unique pieces from glass blowing artist
Nicholas Nourot
Working with a variety of colors & textures
"FREEDOM IS A HARD BOUGHT THING"
Exhibit runs from September 23-January 2013
BHM CHRISTMAS TREE LOT
November 23-December 24
10AM-7PM
In conjunction with Genesis House - variety of species
and sizes for sale, first grade quality,
value pricing, friendly staff & seasonal surprises!
MEMBERSHIP POTLUCK
Sunday, December 2, 2012
BHM Stone Hall 5:00pm
Social, meal and Volunteer Recognition Program
"MEN OF WORTH" IN CONCERT
Saturday, January 12, 2013
BHM Stone Hall from 8-10 PM
Beer & wine no-hosts bar
$20.00

The Benicia Historical Museum
Board of Directors
Cordially invite the Museum Membership to our

Mark your calendars and join us for Festive
Food & Holiday Program
Sunday December 2, 2012 - 5:00 PM
Charles P. Stone Hall
2024 Camel Road, Benicia
We will furnish the entree, rolls, dessert and bar.
We would like members whose last name begins with A-L to please bring a hot dish of vegetables,
potatoes or casseroles.. Names from M-Z please bring a cold dish of salad or fruit .

5:00 p.m. Social
5:30 p.m. Dinner

The Museum thanks you for your continued support Please bring nonperishable food donation for CAC food bank.

Benicia Historical Museum
2060 Camel Road ♦ Benicia, CA. 94510
Tel. 707 745 5435 ♦ Fax 707 745 5869
email: info@beniciahistoricalmuseum.org
Web Address: www.beniciahistoricalmuseum.org

Volunteer Information Form
A 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization, the Museum is run almost entirely by volunteers. We very
much appreciate help on a scheduled or occasional basis, especially in the areas listed below. If you
are interested in exploring our volunteer opportunities, please fill out the form and return it to the
office, send an email, or just give a call and we will contact you to discuss your preferences. We
provide training to docents, and we endeavor to make your time at the Museum happy and
rewarding. The Benicia Historical Museum thanks you for your time, energy and support!
Contact Information:
Name:

Date:

Address:
City/State/Zip:
Home Phone:

Cell Phone:

Occupation:

Work Phone:

Email Address:
Volunteer Opportunities (Please check all that interest you):










Museum Docent/Tour Guide
Office Assistance
Marketing
Collection / Archival
Light repairs / construction
Landscaping / Garden Maintenance.
Children activities
Event bartenders / event door ticketing
Other (specify)______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Availability: (show preference by 1, 2, 3 etc.)
Weekdays: _______
Weekends: _______

For further information or questions, please contact the Museum on
(707) 745-5435 email: info@beniciahistoricalmuseum.org

11/7/12

