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Year 2013

Phone (707)745-5435 email: info@beniciahistoricalmuseum.org website: beniciahistoricalmuseum.org

Jan./Feb./Mar.

“The mission of the Benicia Historical Museum is to educate the public about the City of Benicia and the
military presence as it relates to the history of California.”
Revised and adopted 2012

Black Irish Band in Concert
Saturday, February 16, 2013
Stone Hall at 8:00PM
When you take Celtic, Spanish, and Italian Music, and
mix it up, you get the true nature of the Black Irish. For
twenty-two years this band has created an original
sound that no other band has. With over 500 concert
performances to date and airplay around the world, the
band has kept very busy spreading their brand of
progressive folk music to a large audience. Many of the
original works written by the band are based on Celtic
history.

Black Irish will be presenting their 23rd CD
“Dark Ocean”
Songs about the Ocean and Pirates
To get tickets visit our website or call the Museum

THE CAMELS ARE COMING! THE CAMELS ARE COMING!
By Elizabeth d’Huart
When out-of-town visitors come to the Museum, frequently their first question is, “Where are the camels?” Museum
incorporation documents speak only to the Benicia Historical Museum and Cultural Foundation, as it was originally
named, and the Benicia Historical Museum as it is currently registered; and our National Register of Historic Places and
California Historical Landmark designations refer to latitude and longitude coordinates within the Benicia Arsenal.
However, Benicia residents and those who know us simply refer to us as “the Camel Barns” or “Camel Barn Museum”,
referencing the auction of U.S. military camels here on Museum grounds in 1864 – so we are indeed fortunate to be
able to finally say that we now have MANY camels (800 +) to show our visitors! The Saratoga Springs philanthropist
Philly Dake, who passed away last Spring, left her entire collection of camel-related
objects to the Museum, to be showcased in our upcoming temporary exhibit,
“Camelot! The Philly Dake Camel Collection”, the opening reception for which is
scheduled Sunday March 17 at 1 PM. “Keesa”, a two-hump batrican camel, will be
on hand for viewing and petting with owner Robert Lyon, who will talk about raising
camels on their Sonoma ranch. The event is free and open to the public, with many
other camel-ly surprises promised, and refreshments will be served. Dake family
members are travelling from New York and beyond to talk to us about their
philanthropist matriarch and the history of her collection, so please make this an extra
special welcoming occasion through your attendance!
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A note from the Board President
by Carol Scott

What a December the Museum had! A well-attended
membership pot luck dinner was enjoyed by all. The meal
was delicious. Our wonderful volunteers received service
pins as recognition for their many hours of consistent
volunteering to the Museum.
I enjoyed talking with the many people who came by the
Museum to buy their Christmas trees. Thank you to Toni
Haughey for all her hard work in organizing this wonderful fundraiser. Also, a big
thank you goes to Genesis House for all their
hard work from carrying the trees and trimming
them to watching over the lot at night. We
couldn’t have done it without them.
Your Board of Directors are busy working on
their various committees. The Building and
Grounds Committee members are eagerly
waiting for spring so they may finish painting the
arches and then will work on replacing and
planting the new barrels around the Museum.
Member Holiday Potluck
The Education Committee will meet to review
the school tour program and replenish the consumable hands-on

See President, Page 4

Message from the Executive Director
by Elizabeth d’Huart

MUSEUM EXHIBIT HOURS

Wednesday through Sunday
1:00pm to 4:00pm
OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday through Friday
9:00am to 2:00pm
ADMISSION:

Adult:
Student:
Senior:
Children 5 to 12:
Children under 5:
Members:
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$5.00
$3.00
$3.00
$2.00
free
free

The holiday season is always a busy one for everybody,
but it was particularly so at the Museum this year. Our
third annual Christmas Tree Lot fundraiser with Genesis
House is now an established event that brings families
and friends from Benicia and nearby communities to buy
their trees, knowing that they will have a large selection
in terms of variety and sizes; that the trees are firstquality, fresh and sustainably farmed; and that they will
find helpful “staff” to assist in selection, branch trimming,
and even delivery! Toni Haughey, Board VP, is the
visionary who first brought this event to the Museum, and
who has master-minded the purchase of the trees and the scheduling of volunteers
from the Museum and Genesis House –
an enormously complex and time-consuming
task, as the lot was open every day, 10
AM – 7 PM, from the day after Thanksgiving through December 24. The Museum
also hosted the Genesis House participants in a Museum tour with refreshments
prior to the sale – for some, this was their
first visit to a Museum. We are extremely
grateful to Toni, to Lloyd and Byron of
Genesis, Genesis participants and to
BHM Board members and See Director, Page 4
Genesis House Members at Tree Lot

Camel Tracks
TOURS
Educational tours with Hands-on activities
for children

Arranged tours for adult, senior and
family groups

RENTAL AREAS

Captain Charles P. Stone Hall
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Curator’s Corner
By Beverly Phelan
Our “Freedom Is A Hard Bought Thing” exhibit will close at the end
of February. This will be our longest running rotating exhibit thus
far. To create an exhibit requires individuals who are willing to
research, collect and interpret information on the subject.
We are so fortunate that our museum has on board those individuals.
We would like to thank the following volunteers for their hours to
make this exhibit special: Elizabeth d’Huart, Executive Director, for
planning and direction. Jim Lessenger, board member and chair of
the Exhibit Committee for the timeline and research for our storyboards; Jim Garrett,
collections volunteer and Roberta Garrett, Registrar- Collection Dept.-volunteers who
contributed to the sports section in photos and information; Bob Kvasnicka, Photo Archivist;
Leslie Kvasnicka, Collections Assistant; Larry Lauber, board member and chair of Buildings
and Grounds Committee who worked on our new large flat screen and laptop for the
technical part of the exhibit; Toni Haughey, vice president of the board and member of
the Exhibit Committee who installed the objects and photos in the exhibit; John Halliday,
board member and Exhibit Committee member who created the Civil War cubicle; Marge
Pearson, former Benicia High School teacher, for supplying further information for the
sports section; Donnell Rubay, former board member and member of the Exhibit
Committee for her research and items for the exhibit; Cathy Forbes, Marketing Chair and
invitation graphic design; Greg Stern of Mouthman, exhibit banner creation; Phyllis Malicki, Exhibit Committee; Kimble Goodman, Exhibit Committee; Bob Flournoy, visitor transportation; Harry Wassmann for his contribution to the Mary Lane story; Warren Skillman,
son of Frank Skillman, who furnished information on his father which enhanced the exhibit; Michael Guidry, Benicia resident, for his artwork; Jim Kern, Executive Director of the
Vallejo Naval and Historical Museum for supplying information and photos; Sharon
McGriff Payne for her guidance during research and exhibit opening discussion; and Bob
Rozett and Mike Caplin for their assistance on the opening day.
Our next rotating exhibit on the Philly Dake Collection of camels is underway. We look
forward to displaying the recently acquired collection to the public.

Spenger Memorial Garden

A Recent Docent Experience
By Jim Lessenger
Something remarkable happened recently at the museum while I was a docent.
A young family arrived: Mother, father, one - and two-year-old daughters. They are Russian. The
father speaks English with a German accent and is a space science fellow at Berkeley. They love
California History and have visited Fort Ross. The wife dotes on the children and speaks a little
English. Nice people.
They asked about Sister Dominica. They loved the story and have visited the Count’s grave in
Russia - where they collected some soil. They have gone to plays about Dominica and The Count,
and have read the stories.
After a tour of the museum I took them to the Dominican Cemetery and showed them the grave of
Concepcion and the memorial. It was a beautiful, crisp day.
They were quite moved and took photos of me and the monuments.

For information please visit our website

Then I left and, as I looked back, they were spreading the soil from Russia and taking communion.
I left them alone.
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docents for their time. Their generosity and ingenuity
have combined to produce a really successful and
heartwarming event for all. New this year was a
Christmas tree near the lot cash-desk, beautifully
trimmed with camel ornaments from our newlyacquired Philly Dake camel collection. Posed in front
of the tree was a beautifully hand-carved wooden
carousel camel marvelously embellished with tassels
and flowers, also from Philly’s collection. There were
over 140 entries in our camel-naming contest, which
was won by Anne Nunes from Vallejo. It’s official: the
camel’s name is “Calliope” - most appropriate, as this
is the type of pipe music played as a carousel turns!
Anne’s prize was a carousel camel Christmas tree
ornament, and she was presented with this award at
the City Council meeting of January 15.
It’s all go in the New Year as well – finishing off the
painting of the exterior arches and doors will recommence
soon, (called on account of the weather), and our
replacement barrels will be planted and repositioned
– a huge thanks to all for their contributions to this effort.
“Freedom is a Hard Bought Thing”, our exhibit
commemorating Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation,
runs through February with a number of related
events: Sharon McGriff-Payne will be talking about
her newly published photographic essay, “African
Americans in Vallejo”, on February 10; Juanita
Martin, a former Fairfield Poet Laureate will present
an original exhibit – related poem; “Lincoln Speaks”,
with Lincoln impersonator Kevin Weinert, is on the
calendar for February 24.Temporary exhibits for the
coming year will include “Camelot! The Philly Dake
Collection”, opening on March 17, and an exhibit later
in the year highlighting the achievements of Benicia’s
own Mizner family, a fascinating clan of movers,
shakers and taste makers. You may already be
familiar with Addison Mizner, the architect known for
his Mediterranean revival style as seen in Boca
Raton, the beautiful Florida resort, although the rest
of the family members were equally as interesting
and prolific in their own right.
February 16 sees the return of the “Black Irish”, the
Celtic band that recently filled the State Theatre for the
First Night event in Monterey for three shows – you won’t
want to miss their stories and songs, many of them
original, that speak to the wave of immigrants that
came to California to search for gold and work on the
railroads.
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materials in anticipation of the six hundred plus
school children that will visit the Museum from all over
the area. The Exhibit Committee is busy working on
the camel collection from the Philly Dake estate. This
fun exhibit opens March 17th.
The Museum is always in need of volunteers and
docents. You will receive training and work with an
experienced docent until you feel comfortable
volunteering in the Museum. You can volunteer or
docent as little as one day a month or spend as much
time at the Museum as you would like! Call the
Museum to sign up for this much appreciated help.
We have a lot of exciting events planned at the
Museum. Come by and enjoy them!

Calendar of events
MICHAEL GUIDRY ARTISTIC PASSION AND REPURPOSING
Current Arts & Trade exhibit
"FREEDOM IS A HARD BOUGHT THING"
Exhibit runs from September 23-February 2013
SHARON MCGRIFF-PAYNE AND JUANITA MARTIN
PRESENTATION - BOOK SIGNING
Sunday, February 10, 2013
BHM Stone Hall at 1:00PM
Free event
"BLACK IRISH" IN CONCERT
Saturday, February 16, 2013
BHM Stone Hall from 8-10 PM
Beer & wine no-hosts bar
$20.00
LOVE POETRY CONTEST AWARDS
Sunday, February 17, 2013
BHM Stone Hall at 1:00PM
Free event
LINCOLN SPEAKS
Kevin Weinert,
theatrical re-enactment / Lincoln impersonator
Sunday, February 24, 2013
BHM Stone Hall at 1:00PM
Free event
CAMELOT! - PHILLY DAKE COLLECTION
Sunday, March 17, 2013
BHM at 1:00PM
Free event

