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“The mission of the Benicia Historical Museum is to educate the public about the City of Benicia and the
military presence as it relates to the history of California.”
Revised and adopted 2012

“Camelot!”
By Elizabeth d’Huart
The famous burlesque stage and movie comic W.C. Fields once cautioned, “Never
work with animals or children ”! Well, W.C., we had both at the March 17 opening
reception of our current exhibit, “Camelot! The Philly Dake Camel Collection”, and were
extremely happy to have both! Keesa, the two-hump Bactrian camel from Richard and
Robin Lyon’s animal refuge center, made an elegant and lively addition to the occasion,
nibbling on hats and posing for photos with the steady stream of visitors who came all
day long to pay their respects, while a large group of enthusiastic kids sat at the front of
the staging area in the Museum’s Spenger Memorial Garden entranced by the original
puppet show we commissioned from
Caterpillar Puppets, “How to Train
your Camel”. Ronna and Joe Leon
had the junior cameleers singing and
moving and clapping to their show,
aided by Brad Dake, who worked with
Joe and Ronna to incorporate camel
facts and stories about his mother’s
collection into the very witty dialogue.
With proclamations by Mayor Elizabeth Patterson and County Supervisor
Brad Dake
Linda Seifert, bountiful refreshments, and a large and engaged crowd
moving between camel, camel cake and upstairs collection, it was quite
a day! Speaking for myself, it was one of the most appealing Museum events I’ve had the pleasure to experience,
combining, as it did, a well-loved local story with a bequest from far away, young and old attendees alike, and both
Benicia residents and visitors from out-of-town. The collection itself is extensive, informative, and visually appealing,
and contributes to our understanding of this wonderful creature as it relates to our local history – I urge everyone to
come and see it for themselves before this temporary exhibit is replaced in September
by our upcoming exhibit, “Those Amazing Mizners: Benicia’s Celebrated Clan” … you’ll
be glad you did! As always, many thanks to
Beverly Phelan, Bob Kvasnicka, and Roberta
Garrett (Archives), Jim Lessenger (exhibit
narrative content), and Larry Lauber, Bob and
Julie Rozett, and our other docents, board
members and volunteers who helped on and
before the day – it is amazing what we do with
your help and the help of our sponsors.
Thank you, Mr. Brad Dake, for the honor of
your visit, your donation to our delightful
opening events, and for helping us realize
your mother’s collection bequest – we are all
Jo Lyndon and Keesa
the richer for it.

Camel Tracks
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Carol Scott, President
Mary Marino, Secretary
Louis Alfeld, Treasurer
John Halliday
Larry Lauber
James Lessenger, M.D.
Elizabeth Murphy
Robert Rozett
Bill Scott
Susan Sullivan
MUSEUM STAFF

Elizabeth d’Huart, Executive Director
Tania Borostyan, Office Manager
Charles Pregeant, Complex Caretaker
VOLUNTEER STAFF

Harry Wassmann, Curator Emeritus
Beverly Phelan, Curator
Roberta Garrett, Registrar
Jim Garrett, Multitask Volunteer
Bob Kvasnicka, Registrar
Fred Paine, Computer Consultant
Susan Sullivan, Education Chair
Bonnie Weidel, Arts and Trade Coordinator
MUSEUM DOCENTS

Louis Alfeld
Tania Borostyan
Christina Brennan
Karen Burns
Michael Caplin
Cathy Christo
Judith LaPrade
Jim Lessenger
Mary Marino
Leonide McKay
John Moran
Lorraine Patten
Bob Rozett
Carol Scott
Bill Scott
Susan Sullivan
Bill Venturelli
Marina Vlnar

A Note from the Board President
by Carol Scott
Welcome spring! The poppies and lupine are blooming and the
Spenger Memorial Garden looks beautiful! The Museum had a
wonderful opening of the Philly Dake exhibit in March. Many
people from around the state showed up to see the camel exhibit,
watch the puppet show, and pet Keesa, the camel. Thank you to
the BHM Exhibit Committee for all their hard work. Also, a big
thank you goes to the Dake Family for their support of this exhibit.
On April 28th, Benicia had two major fund raisers scheduled downtown; therefore, in
support of the Benicia High School band and athletic department, we are postponing the
Bluegrass and BBQ Festival until August 25th so as not to conflict with these events.
Make a note on your calendars for this new and exciting concert/fund raiser. Please
consider volunteering on that day.
The month of April brings recognition to our Office Administrator, Tania! A big “Thank
you” goes to her for all the work she does; answering the phones, working with the
public, and docenting. I appreciate the hard work and extra time and effort Tania gives
to the Museum.
The spring school tours have already begun with over 700 students arriving to see the
Museum and participate in the hands-on activities. The hands-on activities are based on
jobs people might have done back in the 1850’s. The children enjoy visiting the Museum
and have a great time participating in those activities. According to some students, their
favorite stations are adobe brick making, doing laundry, and participating in the bucket
brigade. We have thirteen schools visiting in May and we need additional volunteers to
help with theses hands-on activities. Please consider volunteering to help the children
enjoy this learning experience.
During the spring and summer months, volunteers will be finishing up various gardening
and other projects around the BHM. Anyone wishing to volunteer to help with these
projects would be greatly appreciated. Please call the Museum (745-5435) to volunteer.
Come enjoy the “gem of Benicia”-The Benicia Historical Museum!

Message from the Executive Director

MUSEUM EXHIBIT HOURS

Wednesday through Sunday
1:00pm to 4:00pm
OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday through Friday
9:00am to 2:00pm
ADMISSION:

Adult:
Student:
Senior:
Children 5 to 12:
Children under 5:
Members:
Military ID:
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$5.00
$3.00
$3.00
$2.00
free
free
free

by Elizabeth d’Huart

Every day at the Museum brings challenges and triumphs,
project start-ups and close-outs, and day-to-day maintenance
activities. Currently, if I had to sum up the critical mass of our
focus, I would respond with the phrase, “community and
technology”. Having Larry Lauber as a board member and a
very “hands-on” volunteer has enabled us to move forward in a
number of community and technology areas, improving upon
exhibit and docent security, interactive displays, and lighting
configuration, all to the benefit of the resident/visitor experience
and improving the quality of work life for our staff and volunteers.
Larry brings decades of electrical engineering experience and
knowledge from his work with million-dollar military contracts, and will be the manager of
our LED lighting upgrade project, a recent grant award finalist. Cutting down on our
carbon footprint while saving energy costs is a win-win for everyone. Larry is also
representing the Museum by assisting with the BACC community center
See Director, Page 3

Camel Tracks
TOURS
Educational tours with Hands-on activities
for children

Arranged tours for adult, senior and
family groups

RENTAL AREAS

Captain Charles P. Stone Hall

Spenger Memorial Garden
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public art piece, another grant award recipient, by supplying
the technical specifications for their interactive component.
Thank you Larry! On another technology front, we are spending
more time, money, and energy on our BHM Public Retrieval
Interface, a major move forward that will make our archival
materials more accessible to the community. In a marvelously
synergistic partnership with the library, we have supplied over
200 high resolution photographs for their use in a NorthNet
Library Innovation Grant. Users will be able to scan a QR
code that will call up an image and narrative on various historic
sites in Benicia, including this Museum, providing a hand-held
tour for residents and visitors alike – ain’t technology wonderful!
Expanding and improving upon the community’s access to
documents, original photographs, images of artifacts, and
Larry Lauber
Benicia history narrative is important to everyone, and our
volunteers continue to work on accessioning, scanning,
fact-finding and query response in order to satisfy the public’s appetite for information on
local and early California history. We have also given the
green light to contract a software and website professional to
not only bring our new website online, (finally!), but to also
introduce and implement the necessary software that should
allow for easier Museum archival retrieval and presentation
formatting to the public. Brian Irwin is a website designer
who has worked with a number of historical entities, and he
understands the particular needs of nonprofit research/retail
organizations that require both a business and public service
mentality. While we continue to handle individual queries
over the phone and online and provide education opportunities
Brian Irwin
through our exhibits, publications, hands-on activities and
docent-led tours, we look forward to this new era of innovative
communication. Speaking of tours, be sure to check out the City of Benicia website
where you will be able to download a video presentation about Benicia, including an
introductory tour of the Museum. The City is doing a terrific job of promoting all of the
unique elements that make Benicia such a wonderful place to live and work. Our history
is our heritage and our legacy – thanks to all of you in the Museum and Benicia community
who are safeguarding its keeping. And do remember that all military personnel, active or
retired, have free entry to the Museum with valid military ID – the right and proper thing to
do as Benicia Arsenal occupants, and as an expression of our profound respect and
gratitude to those who serve. See you at the Museum!

Curator’s Corner
By Beverly Phelan
The Benicia Historical Museum has been very fortunate in the last
six months with individuals who think of our Museum when they
are ready to part with their family possessions. We are so thankful for
the Philly Dake Collection of camels that are on display in the
“Camelot! The Philly Dake Collection” exhibit. The response to
this exhibit opening was tremendous.

For information please visit our website

Our latest donation is from Frank Webb who has donated
documents and items on Benicia history for many years. Before
his wife Delores passed away last year, she requested that her Victorian
See Curator, Page 4
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dollhouse be donated to the Museum. She had collected
the most impressive array of dollhouse furniture for the 11room house. The house itself is four feet by 2 ½ feet by 3
feet. It was a dollhouse kit that was constructed by Jim
Cooper of the Little People Shoppe in Benicia that is now
Cooper’s Doll House Studio. Dolores started this dollhouse in
the mid 1980s and continued through the 1990s. There
are beautifully detailed miniature chandeliers, wainscoting,
wallpaper and even miniature old newspapers lining the
attic. It is electrified to light the wall sconces and lamps.
Our Archival Dept. will be documenting all the furniture
before it will be ready to put on display. We will be exhibiting
the house in the Victorian Living Room section of the main
museum, and unveiling it to the public on July 21 in
conjunction with a Doll tea party event (see calendar).
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In Memorium
We recently lost a former
board member Tom Hebson.
Tom contributed to the building
of the roof over the Galilee,
built cabinets in Bldg. # 7 and
worked on the Benicia Camel
Races, Celtic concerts, Pasta
Tasting and other fundraising
events. Tom was always there to help. His wife Jackie is
also a former board member and BHM President. They
both contributed to the success of the Museum. His
memorial was held in the Museum’s Stone Hall April 13.
Also, a very dear friend of the Museum, Frank Fiore,
passed away recently. In 2003, he convinced American
Legion Post #101, the VFW Post #3928 and the Ladies
Auxiliary Post #3928 to purchase and install the Museum’s
flagpole. Frank visited the museum frequently in past
years and was a joy to be with. He has donated military
uniforms, rammers, news articles, and other items to the
Museum’s collection. He will be missed.

Calendar of events
ARTS AND TRADE EXHIBITS
 Michael Guidry: “Artistic Passion and Repurposing” exhibit.
Open until June 1st.
 Cathy Till: “From Sheep to Shawl” Opens on June 1st.

Bob Kvasnicka, our photo archivist, has finished accessioning
glass plate negatives from the Riddell-Fish house donated
by former owner Marla Schroeder. They are now protected in acid-free special four-fold envelopes to save for
future generations. Roberta Garrett, our registrar, has
been involved in the archival work on the Philly Dake
camel collection. We received 1,000 camels and each one
has needed to be numbered, entered into the computer,
and stored in protective containers when not on display. A
portion of the collection will be on permanent exhibit in the
Museum in a special cabinet in the future.

CAMELOT! - THE PHILLY DAKE CAMEL COLLECTION
Current temporary exhibit - Open through August 2013
BHM VOLUNTEER LUNCH
Volunteer mixer, updates and light lunch FREE to active docents,
tour guides and volunteers.
Wednesday, June 26th, 12 noon.
ANNUAL KENNEDY MUSIC STUDIO STUDENT CONCERT
Sunday, June 23rd, 1-3pm
FREE event
DOLL HOUSE AND MINIATURES; REFRESHMENTS
Unveiling and program with tea and presentation by
Cynthia Cooper
Sunday, July 21st, 1-3pm
FREE event

Since our last newsletter we have received a large stuffed
Dakin camel from Joanne Rosenthal, a DVD of Benicia’s
Sanborn Field from Jim and Roberta Garrett and an inkwell BLUEGRASS AND BBQ CONCERT BHM FUNDRAISER
Concert, beer brewing exhibit and demonstration, lunch
from Benson Lumber Co. from Joan Puccinelli,
Sunday, August 25th, 12-4pm

The Museum continues to collect items, documents and
photos on Benicia history. Each time we receive a
donation, we fill a gap in our collection and add to
Benicia’s DNA.

THOSE AMAZING MIZNERS: BENICIA’S CELEBRATED CLAN
Opening reception and program; FREE entry and
refreshments.
Sunday, September 15th, 1-4pm

