CAMEL TRACKS
Year 2013

Phone (707)745-5435 email: info@beniciahistoricalmuseum.org website: www.beniciahistoricalmuseum.org

Jul./Aug./Sep..

“The mission of the Benicia Historical Museum is to educate the public about the City of Benicia and the
military presence as it relates to the history of California.”
Revised and adopted 2012

Pulled Pork BBQ Meals From
Beaver Creek Smokehouse
available for purchase.

“The Ons”

●

Concert tickets: $15.00
Free entrance for
children under 12 years old.

Sunday, August 25th, 2013
Noon - 4:00 PM
Beer Making Exhibit and Demonstration!

“The Blues Defenders”

Tickets available at:
Museum office and Museum Gift Shop
Bookshop Benicia, 636 First St., Benicia 707-747-5155
ABC Music, 739 First St., Benicia 707-746-7565
Online at www.beniciahistoricalmuseum.org
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A Note from the Board President
by Carol Scott
As the saying goes "Summertime and the Livi'n is easy" doesn't
exist at the Museum! Even though we are in the middle of
summer; the Museum is as busy as ever!
The Exhibit Committee, headed by Jim Lessenger, is hard at
work getting ready for the Mizner exhibit opening in September. The
Building and Grounds Committee has finished planting the barrels
in the front of Stone Hall and is ready to plant the side. Also, Larry
Lauber has been hard at work in the Museum working on security
and any other problems that come up. What would the Museum do without Larry? The
Education Committee is "resting up" after working with over one thousand students,
chaperones, and teachers this year! A huge 'THANK YOU' goes to the Education
Chairperson, Susan Sullivan, and all the docents who showed the tour groups around
the Museum and helped the students with the hands-on activities.
In June, the Museum held a "thank you" luncheon for those docents who volunteer
"above and beyond the call of duty" every month. Lou Alfeld made spaghetti, Bill Scott
made garlic bread , and Elizabeth d'Huart made a wonderful green salad and brought
delicious ice cream sandwiches for dessert. The decorations (put together by Tania
Borostyan, Bev Phelan, and Elizabeth d'Huart) were beautiful. Everyone enjoyed the
decorations, food, and conversation.
Our fundraiser on August 25th is coming together nicely. The two bluegrass groups
are excited to play at the Museum and we will hear some great music. I can't wait to
sample the BBQ plate the Museum will sell during the concert. The food is being
prepared by a pitmaster from Beaver Creek BBQ in Martinez. Tell your friends and
neighbors about this important fundraiser. Won't you consider volunteering for this fun
event. Please call the office for tickets or to be put on the list to help during the
fundraiser.
Thanks to all the docents and volunteers who help make this Museum a great place
to visit. We appreciate all that you do for the Museum!

Message from the Executive Director
by Elizabeth d’Huart

MUSEUM EXHIBIT HOURS

Wednesday through Sunday
1:00pm to 4:00pm
OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday through Friday
9:00am to 2:00pm
ADMISSION:

Adult:
Student:
Senior:
Children 5 to 12:
Children under 5:
Members:
Military ID:
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$5.00
$3.00
$3.00
$2.00
free
free
free

As a local history museum, we are many things to many people.
Depending on the visitor at the entrance, or person at the end of
a phone line or sitting somewhere in cyberspace in front of a
computer, we are interacting with friends and neighbors or
foreign tourists; handling inquires about antique artifacts or
current geographic boundaries; determining museum education
policy or researching historical narrative about policy in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Curiosity is perhaps the
common denominator and motivator of those who come to the
Museum and those who work here and the reason that this environment is such a rewarding one. I am pleased to say that I get to learn new things
every day – and I get to meet new people all the time. I count myself lucky to be
engaged in an enterprise that is never dull, and which allows me to grow as my local
knowledge grows. Because of the nature of what we do, and the eternal juggling of time,
budget, and staff along with the needs of our community, our work here is always about
multi-tasking! Just a few of our endeavors this month alone include updating our Traveling
Trunks and Education Outreach materials; refurbishing our landscaping; updating our
electronic surveillance; researching and designing our next exhibit; planning our August
See Director, Page 3

Camel Tracks
TOURS
Educational tours with Hands-on activities
for children

Arranged tours for adult, senior and
family groups

RENTAL AREAS

Captain Charles P. Stone Hall
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Continue from page 2

fundraiser; updating our archives and website; introducing a new exhibit item in a “pop-up”
exhibit unveiling; swapping out our Arts and Trades display with another local artist; and
producing another newsletter, as well as keeping the doors to the Museum open with our
volunteer docents. We also found time to break bread with our volunteers at a lunch in
June – we have a number of great cooks here! The “pop-up” exhibit unveiling I mentioned
featured the Victorian dollhouse left to the Museum by Delores Webb, who originally
commissioned Jim Cooper to build it for her from a kit some twenty years ago. Mr.
Cooper was kind enough to restore the electrical
lighting of the house and to also donate the exhibit
table upon which the house now rests; Cindy
Cooper gave a wonderful talk about the house
itself, to an informed and enthusiastic audience,
many of whom identified themselves as dollhouse
and miniatures collectors themselves. The Coopers
opened a store in Benicia in 1979 called The Little
People Shoppe, moving it into the Tannery
building in 1993, changing the name to Cooper’s
Doll House Studio. They remained there for over
Interior of Victorian Doll House
seventeen years. Cindy is the author of “How to
Create Your Own Miniature Painted Lady – Victorian
Doll Houses”, and has worked on dioramas replicating historical mansions and interiors.
Although they have closed their shop, the Coopers are still available for consulting and
doll house repairs (745-9411). Thanks to the generous donations from the audience and
Mr. Frank Webb, also in attendance, we will be able to procure a protective case for the
dollhouse and its extensive furniture collection, enabling us to put it into our permanent
exhibit space. Personally, I am always thrilled when I am able to see some of the
wonderful things we have brought out from the archives and onto the floor; and I know
that the community feels the same way by their response. How wonderful to be engaged
in such a collaborative partnership with our town. This truly is a museum of, by and for
the people of Benicia!

Curator’s Corner
By Beverly Phelan

Spenger Memorial Garden

For information please visit our website

Our Collection department has been busy as usual since our last
newsletter. Thanks to Bob Kvasnicka, Roberta Garrett and Leslie
Kvasnicka we are moving along with the museum’s collection.
Leslie continues to work on our textiles and put in new tissue and
make sure everything is photographed and documented. She has
been working with Bob on this for many months as she can only
volunteer when she has a day off from work. Roberta Garrett is a
treasure in our department. She accessioned the furniture and
other items from the Delores Webb Dollhouse. She also cleaned every item so it would
be ready for display. There are hundreds of one-inch scale pieces that are difficult to
handle and Roberta accomplished that in due time. Bob has been working with Fred
Paine on the retrieval interface of our webpage. He is also working on researching for our
upcoming Brewery Exhibit, Stumm postcard exhibit and the Riddell-Fish Exhibit. Researching
takes an amazing amount of time and effort and we appreciate Box’s ability in this regard.
Our recent donations include Civil War hats, documents, firearms, weapons, flags, military
equipment, etc. from Frank Webb. We have also received a bust of Abraham Lincoln,
statuette of U. S. Grant and Robert E. Lee, coins, mini balls, etc. from Jean Colomy. Harry
Wassmann, who was instrumental in founding our museum, has been donating many
photos, documents, newspapers, articles, etc. to our collection. We thank our donors for
their generosity and for thinking of our museum as a repository for their possessions.
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The Honey-Do List

As you can see from this photograph, the old brown
barrels, which were peeling and falling apart, have been
replaced by the new barrels, which have been left unpainted
to provide a more appropriate and attractive appearance.
They have been planted with manzanita, which is drought
and wind resistant. Bill Scott picked up the barrels from
the Hess winery, cut and conditioned them, fixed the
staves, and then filled them with potting soil. The old
barrels were removed, with help from Bob Rozett and our
good neighbors from Amports (thanks Grady!), and the
new plaque with barrel donor names will be placed in the
entrance to Stone Hall. The same process will be repeated in
front of the Museum office and Building 7 – meanwhile,
many thanks to our friends and donors who made this
possible. We simply could not accomplish what we do
without the physical and financial support of our community.
Other maintenance updates: we now have a number of
security cameras inside the upstairs exhibit space, and
monitoring the parking area, as well as a motion sensor
that alerts the docents to visitors. These small but
important additions contribute to the safety and security of
our exhibits, staff and volunteers. Again, we have Larry
Lauber to thank for his electrical expertise in selecting and
installing these amenities. Many thanks to Bill, Carol, Bob
and Larry for their hard work.
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June 26 Volunteer Lunch Fun;
Upcoming Volunteer
Informational Session
August 17
Who says there’s no such thing as a free lunch? Active
BHM volunteers – those who have contributed their time
and talents as docents, tour guides, board members and
event helpers this past fiscal year – were treated to with a
luncheon June 26th, created and served by Bill and Carol
Scott, Lou Alfeld, and Elizabeth d’Huart. Culinary contributions
included pasta with a vegetarian or meat sauce, garlic bread,
salad and old-fashioned ice cream sandwiches complimented
by a hosted bar of beer, wine and soft drinks. This very
social occasion was provided as a “thank-you” to our volunteers,
who took the opportunity to eat, drink, and be merry! It was
extremely gratifying to see the group together, as many of
our docents were formerly unacquainted with each other.
In the “it’s-a-small-world” category, David Manley and John
Moran discovered that, at one time, they lived less than a
block from each other in Boston. This is a well –traveled,
interesting crowd, so consider investigating the many areas
of volunteer opportunities by attending the upcoming
informational session August 17 at 9:30 AM in Stone Hall.
Jim Lessenger will be giving his excellent presentation on
the history of Benicia, the Arsenal and the Museum, and
then talking with our docents and other interested individuals
about the details of working here as BHM tour staff. All are
welcome – hope to see you here!

Calendar of events
ARTS AND TRADE EXHIBITS
Giovanna Isolani; from Fiber Frolics
Creative and Unconventional Knitting
DOCENT TRAINING
Benicia History Talk and Presentation, docent training to follow
by Jim Lessenger
Saturday, August 17th, 9am
"BLUEGRASS AND BBQ", CONCERT EVENT
Concert and BBQ featuring the music of "The Blues Defenders"
and "The Ons"
Pulled Pork BBQ Meals available for purchase, No host bar
Beer brewing exhibit and demonstration
Sunday, August 25th, 12 - 4 pm
Tickets: $15

New camera at entrance of Museum

“THOSE AMAZING MIZNERS: BENICIA'S CELEBRATED CLAN”
Opening reception and program
Free entry and refreshments
Sunday, September 15th, 1 - 4pm

