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If you want to know what dreams are made of, come view our garden. It
isn’t completely finished but it will be very soon. But even at the stage it is, it
is beautiful beyond any of our wildest dreams.
We have to thank the family and friends of Catherine and Paul Spenger
and the farseeing Board of eight years ago who made the decision to build a
garden in memory of Catherine and Paul. The roadblocks have been many
but the present Board finally decided “enough is enough” – we have to move
forward. The money has been in reserve and plans were on the back burner
for a long time. It was with the determination of Glenn Boatman and the harassment (yes, we can harass) of his fellow Board members that moved it forward.
Armed with the plans, getting city approval and permits, and letting contracts, Glenn has done a masterful job of overseeing the construction of what
we believe will be the city’s most beautiful asset. We at the museum are very
proud to present to the city a great improvement to the property they lease to
us. In the very near future, we will provide a tour for the City Council, city
officials and employees. On Arbor Day, the Board did a ceremonial planting
of a tree but the trees will not be planted till later in the season when they will
have a much better growing environment. The first activity in the garden was
the Board get together that took place after the “tree planting”.
See Garden, Page 3
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The Museum
Welcomes our
New Members
Supporting
Soroptomist International
of Benicia
Issy's Restaurant
Randy's Bar & Grill
Rrags Caffe
Venticellos Ristorante
Russ Anderson
Gayle Calhoun
Jerry & Cynthia Linscott
Katherine & Jack
Mackinnon
Mike Steinmann
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New Members
Nancy Gigliotti
Sherry Family
Yosick Family
Harry & Versa Benzie
Ty Billings
Maria M Bitagon
Sara & Rick Calhoun
Larry Calhoun
Charlie & Jennie Dilley
James & Patricia Erickson
Rick & Donna Ernst
Joe Ferrando
Kathy & Dan Francis
Gary French
Tom & Patty Gavin
Steve & Colleen Gorecki
Timothy & Jean Hamann
Jim Jewell
Gail Kenagy
Chris Martin
Antoinette C Mitchell

Christopher Morimoto
George & Corrine Oakes
James & Annie O'Neal
Ken Paulik
Rick & Nora Rodgers
Jeff & Taryn Shawstad
Ken & Mary Staninger
Dennis & Vicki Trenten
JoAnne Villarreal
Milinda J Awes
Teddie Bidou
David V Bosse Jr.
Rev. Dominic Briese
Michael F Browne
Veree A Cardinale
Karen Comeau
Mary Eichbauer
Dawn Hornaday
Mark Hughes
Allison J Jacobson
Carole Nail
Chris Owens
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Eduardo Plata
Levon M Reposa
Dede Riodan
Marilyn Sandifur
Pam Sterley
Cecile Stifle
Greg Wassmann
Sarah Webster
Dianne Bennett
Jean Brady
Rev. Vic Carvallho
Carin Coleridge
Rev. Anthony Cordeiro
JoAnne Craig
Jennifer A Deal
Norma Deaner
Lois Denny
Dorene Fisher
L.I. Hadaway
Frances L Hansen
Elly Harkins
James L Harper

Deanna Henderson
Dennis Kukkola
Irene Kukkola
Jackie Lawrence
David & Jeanne Lockwood
Rebecca Maggart
John Monahan
Barbara Page Bosworth
Susan E Phillips
Paul R Precour
Clare M Reagan
Rev. Denis Reilly
Clare & Wally Ritchie
Helen Sapp
Virginia Schaefer
Cynthia E Seguin
Anna Shaffner
Susan Street
Rosie Switzer
Angela Taylor
Ruth Taylor
Ruth Workman

to step up your efforts to get new members.
We are very happy with the results so far but
we hope that we can continue the drive – take
the opportunity to let the rest of the world know
We are in such a whirl about our wonderful Museum. I will consider
any new members as thanksgiving for my 80
around the Museum
years.
that it is remarkable
that we can remain on
It is gratifying that we are becoming known
an even keel. So
as a depository of important artifacts. Beverly,
much has happened in our curator, will be filling you in on our new
the past two months
acquisitions but I really can’t pass up the
since the last Camel Tracks.
opportunity to thank her for making it possible
for us to receive these great additions to the
The Membership Drive is ongoing. The
Mayor in her proclamation, proclaimed Spring museum. We have received the belfry of the
as Membership Season for the Benicia Historical first Protestant church built in the state of
California. It was located on the City Park site.
Museum. That means that the membership
effort extends through the end of Spring – it is So, it was fitting for us to receive it back.
not over, Folks. I would like to encourage you Beverly White, pastor at Heritage Presbyterian

alerted us to its whereabouts and gave us the
connections necessary to secure it. In addition,
we have received important artifacts and
documents from relatives of Matthew Turner,
the greatest shipbuilder of his time who had his
shipyard here in Benicia. Soon we will be
welcoming the stern of the Galilee which is
considered Matthew Turner’s masterpiece.
Our Elementary Education department has
been very busy. They have streamlined the
field trips for the students with enhancements
to the program. Of course, the ever popular
“hands on” is the favorite experience of the
students.

are very happy to have made this connection to
Turner’s family. Matthew Turner never had
children of his own but his second wife brought
Curator’s
children to their marriage.
Three local newspapers carried the story of
Corner
the belfry from the First Presbyterian Church
It has been very busy
that was located in the City Park. Thanks to
in the Collection Dept.
Beverly White of the Heritage Presbyterian
since the last Camel
Church in Benicia, we were given the contact at
Tracks. Some very
the San Francisco Theological Seminary in San
exciting artifacts have
Anselmo, where the belfry has been for many
been added to our closet
years. The object is one side of the belfry which
to better tell the story of Benicia’s history. We
was originally 50” x 50” square and 62” high.
heard from Matthew Turner’s great-grandson
There will be a lot of research on how it got to
and his daughters. On their recent visit they
the Seminary and what happened to the rest of
donated many documents and articles on the
the church. This was the first protestant church
great shipbuilder. We received a loan of a quilt
with a pastor in California.
made by Eva Turner Rundle in 1891 and a
We have also received the last old whistle
silver coffee urn with Turner’s name on it. We

that was used at Yuba Mfg. at the end of East H
St. It is made of brass and is very heavy! We
also have wood patterns, two metal signs that
say Yuba Mfg. and many documents from
Yuba to enhance our upcoming Industrial and
Agricultural exhibit.
Research is something that has really kept
us busy. Thanks to Jim Lessenger and John
Halliday for taking some of those questions on
Benicia history. Thanks to Kellie McCormick,
Roberta Garrett and Louise Martin for
continuing the work on our very important
collection

From the
Director

Ann Hansen

Beverly Phelan

Camel Tracks

Garden
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BRICKS FOR SALE

You have the opportunity to have a piece
of the garden.
The Garden will provide a venue for events and activities.
Knowing that our members will love the
The patio section is large enough to seat 160 people. The
garden and that they want to be a part of
“Presentation” section can seat 120. Utilities have been
init, we decided to sell bricks to be enstalled for the fountain, irrigation and lighting and hopefully an
graved. We have not really advertised it
outdoor kitchen. Plans for the kitchen have not been
commuch but we are finding that many people
pleted and will take additional financing.
are eager to own a brick. The first bricks
It has been through the generosity of donors that this garden
sold will be around the gorgeous fountain.
has become a reality and is no longer just a dream. Your genThe others will be around the walkways.
erosity is still needed for the completion of all that needs to be
If you are interested in becoming a part of history, you can do so
done. You will love what your donations have made possible.
by filling out the form that is included with this newsletter. Be
sure to indicate the name you wish to have engraved.
The bricks are $100. Checks should be made out to Benicia
Historical Museum. Act fast as this has been popular with those
who have already heard about it.
Continue from page one

BENICIA’S BIRTHDAY

From left to right: Toni Haughey, Ann Hansen, David Galligan, Jim Lessenger, Louise
Martin, Glenn Boatman and Donna Worthington

VALERO’S GRANT HELPS
UNDERPRIVILEGED
We are always happy when we
receive contributions that allow
us to help others. Valero’s grant
of $25,000 this year included
$20,000 for education.
Valero has been generous in funding our Education program over
the years. Knowing this, when we applied for funds we specified a program to bring students, who otherwise would not be
able to come, here to have the Museum experience.
We designed the program around the Vallejo schools
underprivileged Title I schools. In cooperation with the Vallejo
School District, we identified the schools and classes. Because
our program centers on early California and Benicia history, we
targeted the fourth grade classes to supplement their curriculum.
Mary Marino, Education Coordinator, worked with present
and former teachers to tweak the program to meet the needs of
these classes. They spend time in the museum on specific
displays, and then go to the Powder Magazine where they are

The Museum in cooperation with the Benicia Tula Sister City
Association is hosting the third Founders Day celebration on
May 17th. The founding of the city and the founding of your
museum are celebrated on the same day. The city was founded in
1847 and the museum in 1985.
The event will commemorate the founding of the city with a
wonderful buffet catered by Manny, followed by a skit in which
Dona Benicia will tell of her involvement in the founding of the
city which was named after her. Characters will be in full
costume of the time. You will have an opportunity to meet
Robert Semple, Thomas Larkin and General Vallejo and his
lovely wife Dona Benicia.
There will be music and dancing with silent and live auctions
with valuable items to bid on. The evening is yours to enjoy.
Contact the museum or the Sister City organization for tickets
which are $30 purchased ahead or $35 at the door.
exposed to military history. Afterwards,
they take part in our “Hands On”
program. They make adobe brick, lasso
a bull, grind corn, wash clothes in wash
tubs, and do a bucket brigade under the
supervision of teachers and parents.
This, of course is the favorite part of the
program for them. Their trip ends with
Mary Marino
lunch down at the park and a trip to the
Fire Museum.
While “thank you” letters are coming in, there is much joy
and satisfaction for us in providing these students with such a
positive learning experience. We are so very happy and grateful
to Valero for their great contribution.
Docents and other volunteers who have helped with the
program include, Debbie Johnson, Marge Williford, Brita Bautin,
Phyllis Malicki, Larry Lauber, Jim Lessenger, Lorraine Patten,
Elizabeth Murphy and Ron Rice. Thank you all for your help.

WELCOME AND SPECIAL
THANKS
How wonderful to be able to welcome so many new members
to our Museum. I received many gifts of membership, close to
150. While I know you have received a letter recognizing you as
a member, I want to express my personal thanks. I didn’t know
it would be so much fun to turn 80. You helped make it a
momentous occasion.
Speaking of fun, it was great to have so many people drop in
at Stone Hall to take part in the celebration. We had food, music
and beverages and a lot of good visiting with people we may not
have seen for a while. Kasma Kelley and Louise Martin outdid
themselves with the preparations. Kasma’s artistic taste was
evident in the decorations – she and Louise spent many long
hours preparing for the party, in spite of the fact that I told them
not to. Kasma did a remarkable creation in putting a symbol for
every phase of my 80 years on one of the cakes.
The food was outstanding. Randy supplied a wonderful
assortment of fruit and pastries with the morning coffee that was
supplied by Rrags. Venticello’s came at noon with their very
special pasta and Randy and Issy’s provided evening snacks.
And, of course, there was cake and more cake.
Thank you, Kasma, Louise, Randy, Romero. Issy and Sam
and everyone else who helped. You are the best!
REMEMBER OUR MEMBERSHIP DRIVE GOES ON
TILL THE END OF SPRING. If every member encouraged one
person to join, we would double our membership.
Gratefully,
Ann

The group has made a name
for itself. with sold out
concerts around the world.
They create, in a wonderful
way, the connection
between the old and the
new world, not only with
their Celtic music, but also
their spirit. Once in stride,
they heat up the public and
can’t get away without
three or four encores.
Holsteinischer Courier,
Germany

Tickets $ 20.00
Tickets sold at:
• Museum Office
• Benicia Main Street (91 First St.)
• Bookshop Benicia (Southampton Shopping Center)
• On line at www.beniciahistoricalmuseum.org

Calendar of events
BENICIA FOUNDER'S DAY CELEBRATION!
Saturday, May 17, 2008
Clocktower
GOLDEN BOUGH IN CONCERT
Saturday, June 28, 2008
Stone Hall
8:00pm

Power up the guns for
Kasma Kelley!
Kasma has been untiring in her
service to the Museum. She has spent
countless hours in making the hall
beautiful for events -- did a great job
for the Membership Birthday celebration, the Christmas season and other
events. In addition she volunteers for
concerts and gatherings at the
Museum whenever she knows there is
something going on. Her contribution
is priceless.
Thanks, Kasma!

SPINNING WHEEL IN CONCERT
Saturday, August 16, 2008
Stone Hall
8:00pm
HUNLEY IN BENICIA
September 5, 6 & 7, 2008
Powder Magazine
MOLLY'S REVENGE IN CONCERT
Saturday, October 25, 2008
Stone Hall
8:00pm
A TASTE OF PASTA DINNER AND AUCTION
Saturday, November 1, 2008
Clocktower
MEMBERSHIP HOLIDAY POTLUCK
Sunday, December 7, 2008
Stone Hall

