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Holiday/Winter 2017

Friday, November 24th — December 22nd (or until we sell out!)
Open 10:00 AM—7:00 PM Daily
Join us for our 8th Annual Christmas Tree Lot fundraiser – our largest fundraising event!
Decorate your home or workplace with a beautiful, sustainably-farmed, quality tree –
all while supporting Genesis House and the Museum. We are fortunate to have a grower
who supplies us with a selection of species and sizes that is vastly superior to most “big
box” store offerings. Our faithful clients – and their children and grandchildren – also
have an opportunity to send a letter to Santa via Cally, the Museum carousel camel,
who comes to life after midnight to deliver letters to Santa’s North Pole workshop.
During the day, she positions herself in front of the Museum Christmas tree, hung with
dozens of lovely camel ornaments! With plenty of parking, pleasant assistants to help
in choosing your tree and securing it for the ride home (or providing home delivery!),
plus candy canes, coloring pages and free Museum passes to all who purchase, this is
your best bet for an enjoyable tree-buying experience!

About Our Sustainably-Farmed Trees
Understandably, some of you may have questions about sustainability issues as regards Christmas tree farming, particularly in
light of the recent devastating fires in California and other western states. Our trees are sourced from Noble Mountain in
Oregon, which is a SERF (Socially and Environmentally Responsible Farms) certified enterprise that has been around for many
years. SERF certified means that Noble Mountain supports a balanced economic, social, and environmentally sustainable
operation. The farm has a Sustainability Plan which details activities in five performance areas: biodiversity, soil and water
resources, integrated pest management, health and safety, and consumer relations (e.g., fostering farm stewardship and
environmental education), which plan must be approved and continually updated, actioned, and demonstrable to the state
agricultural department. Did you know that every tree farmed can reduce the level of CO 2 by an average of one ton over its
lifetime? Real trees are cultivated just like other produce, meaning they do not threaten natural forests, (a common
misconception). In addition, artificial Christmas trees take hundreds of years to decompose when discarded as landfill,
contributing toxic waste to the environment. Lastly, the live Christmas tree industry in the U.S.A. employs over 100,000 people
– for all of these reasons, we think you can feel very happy about buying a first-quality, sustainably-farmed tree that supports
the Museum and Genesis House!

Museum Members: Like to help with our Christmas Tree Lot? We need
volunteers to staff the cash desk 12PM - 3PM & 3PM - 6PM every day, starting
November 24 and continuing through December 22.
Please call the office for details!
2060 Camel Road ♦ Benicia, CA 94510 ♦ (707)745-5435
email: info@beniciahistoricalmuseum.org ♦ website: www.beniciahistoricalmuseum.org
Like us on Facebook: Benicia Historical Museum at the Camel Barns
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TOURS
Educational tours with hands-on activities for children

Arranged tours for adult, senior and
family groups

RENTAL AREAS
Captain Charles P. Stone Hall
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Harold Wassmann
1919-2017
It is with deep sadness and regret that we mark the passing of our
dear friend, colleague, and mentor Harold Wassmann (January 12,
1919 – August 30, 2017), a true gentleman and scholar.
As both the founder and President of the Benicia Historical Society
and the Benicia Historical Museum, Harry worked tirelessly with
others in the 1970s and ‘80s to create a museum that would honor
Benicia’s historical contributions to the state and nation and serve as
a cultural touchstone for the community in which task he succeeded
admirably as evidenced by the success of the Museum today. After
he retired as Museum president, he remained actively involved as a
board member and as our first Curator and then Curator Emeritus,
an ever-helpful wellspring of information on all things Benicia.
He also took it upon himself to resurrect the annual Arsenal
Memorial Day service, which is now successfully managed by the
Benicia Historical Society, attracting thousands of attendees. He
loved Benicia and its heritage and was an inspiration to several
generations of family, friends, and residents, all of whom have
many wonderful “Harry stories” that are a fitting testament to his
intelligence, humor, faith, and kindness.
Those who had the privilege of knowing him will miss him, and
those who did not are the poorer for it. Thank you Harry – rest in
peace.
Every donation to the Museum, be it money, time, artifacts, goods, or services,
helps keep our doors open! If you or your company would like to support the
Benicia Historical Museum by making a tax-deductible donation of goods,
here is our current “wish list:”
• Copier Paper (8.5” x 11”) • Color Printer Toner (Brother 4570CDW printer) • File
Folders (8.5” x 11”) • Janitorial/Cleaning Supplies • Paper Towels •

Spenger Memorial Garden

From the Desk of BHM President Robert Rozett
As the newly installed President of the board, my first duty has been to suggest to the
nominating committee a new member, who will stand for election at our next board
meeting.
Please come and visit the Museum as we have recently revamped our Gift Shop,
opened two new exhibits, and will begin the next phase of improving and updating the
Museum early in the New Year.
As noted earlier in this edition of Camel Tracks, we need as many volunteers as
possible to staff the sales desk of the Christmas Tree Lot. This is currently our biggest
fund raiser and requires assistance from as many people as possible.

For information please visit our website
www.beniciahistoricalmuseum.org

I’ve just returned from a trip of biblical proportions – to Jerusalem – where I have
seen the ability of divergent peoples to co-exist with each other on a daily basis in
order to promote their own well-being … a lesson we can all learn after the latest
horrific events.
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2017 Annual Membership Meeting and Annual Member Potluck by Elizabeth d’Huart

Sunday, September 24, saw the first combined BHM Annual Membership Meeting and annual
Membership Potluck. Moved to September this year to take advantage of better weather and to
mark the Museum’s own “harvest” of completed projects, the Potluck was the perfect occasion to
thank our members for their encouragement and support, while also underlining the various
contributions of our directors, staff, sponsors and donors. This year’s recipients of the “Louise
Martin Volunteer of the Year” award, inaugurated in 2012, were Phyllis Maliki and Fred Paine.
Phyllis has been a volunteer here for over 25 years, acting as a docent and also as a gift shop
manager. Fred has been our IT “go-to” guy for over seven years, solving our many computer and
BHM members, volunteers , and
software problems on a weekly (sometimes daily!) basis. Congratulations and many thanks to
Board of Directors enjoying the
Phyllis, Fred and all of our volunteers!
Annual Membership Potluck
As to the “harvest” of successfully completed projects, they are numerous and notable, most
evident in the Museum’s exhibits area – see photos of the new Museum entryway (which formerly featured our logo), the
exhibit orientation area (which formerly housed flag images), and our temporary exhibit gallery (always changing) below. We
think you will agree that these display refinements provide a much better introduction to Benicia’s history and a better “takeaway” for our visitors. It is a source of both personal and professional satisfaction that we have been able to produce these
new exhibits entirely “in-house” with a now well-established exhibit design and installation team composed of staff and
volunteers. The new Gift Shop Committee has also completed a make-over of the Gift Shop area, and is looking to bring in
more new merchandise. Come see for yourself the changes we have wrought - we think you will be pleased and proud also!

Calendar of Events
Christmas Tree Lot
 Friday, November 24 through Saturday, December 22 (or whenever we run out of trees)
 10:00 AM—7:00 PM +

Save the dates!

Black Irish Band in Concert
 Saturday, February 24, 2018, 8:00 PM – doors open at 7:00PM
 Tickets: $25
 No-host Bar
Golden Bough in Concert
 Saturday, March 24, 2018, 8:00 PM – doors open at 7:00PM
 Tickets: $25
 No-host Bar
Men of Worth in Concert
 Saturday, April 28, 2018, 8:00 PM – doors open at 7:00PM
 Tickets: $25
 No-host Bar
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Curator’s Corner

by Beverly Phelan

In the Beginning …
This year is the 170th anniversary of the founding of our city in
1847, so it is an appropriate time to take a look at our beginnings
and Benicia’s historical importance to the state and nation by referencing some of its
watershed events and important personages. • The land was first occupied by the Patwin
(Suisunes) before the 1837-1840 smallpox epidemic which decimated the Indian tribal
population of the area. Those remaining migrated to the uppermost part of the Suisun
Valley or moved to Napa. • In 1844, General Mariano Guadaloupe Vallejo was deeded
land by the Mexican Governor Manual Micheltorena. Known as Rancho Suscol, the
acreage incorporated the northern side of the strait including current Benicia. • On May
19, 1847, General Vallejo deeded the land to Robert B. Semple and Thomas O. Larkin
for $100 with a description of the plot: “ … extend five English miles, according to the
turnings of the bay and the sinuosities of the land agreeing to the survey and plot made
by Don Jaspar O’Farrell, surveyor.” • Semple visualized a booming metropolis on the
Carquinez Strait that connected San Francisco Bay and Suisun Bay into which the
Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers empty. He knew that the deep water of the Strait
would allow large ships to dock here and that the area had some of the best agricultural
land in California. By August of 1847, the first twenty homes had been built here; most
were built of adobe and some of wood. • As per General Vallejo’s instruction, Semple
started a ferry service with a small scow which travelled over the Carquinez Strait to
Contra Costa County. • As part of the sale, Vallejo had also requested that Semple name
the town after his wife, Dona Francisca Maria Filipa Benicia Carrillo de Vallejo. After
Yerba Buena renamed its city San Francisco, it was thought that the name Francisca
would be confusing, so Maria’s third name, Benicia, was chosen instead. • At the urging
of Semple, Captain E. H. von Pfister set up a general store near the waterfront. • Semple
moved his newspaper The Californian from Monterey to San Francisco and promoted
the buying of lots in Benicia. • The discovery of gold in the Sierras prompted the “gold
rush”. • The lumber necessary to supply the explosive population growth arrived
sporadically from the logging operations at Bodega as well as from the Bale Mill in
Calistoga. • Landing docks were constructed and wharves built to receive cargo from
ships supplying workers in the gold fields above Sacramento. • Hotels were built and
businesses were established, many of them “firsts” to the territory. • In 1849, the city
founders urged the US military to locate a facility in Benicia. Army General Persifer
Smith saw the advantages of Benicia as a military depot and located the Barracks in
what is now the former Benicia Arsenal. • California became a state in 1850 • Due to its
deep five-mile waterway and through the efforts of Thomas O. Larkin, another city
founder, many ship captains were induced to visit Benicia including Chinese and
Russian merchantmen and also one Lt. Bissel of the ship Constitution who considered
Benicia, by now an official “Port of Entry”, his preferred terminus from Panama prior to
the building of the Panama Canal. • By June of 1850, the Pacific Mail Steamship Co.
was a thriving operation, the first California Masonic Hall had been erected, and a
railroad connecting eastern and western transportation and communication networks
with Benicia serving as an important hub was in the works. • Benicia was the State
Capital from February 4, 1853 through February 25, 1854 before its subsequent move to
Sacramento. • From small beginning and large aspirations, Benicia has grown into a
thriving family community with an enviable quality of life.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Robert Rozett, President
Mike Caplin, Vice President
Reginald Page, Secretary
Sam Chohan, Treasurer
Louis Alfeld
Dee Case
Larry Lauber
Elizabeth Murphy
MUSEUM STAFF

Elizabeth d’Huart, Executive Director
Maureen Williams, Office Manager
Katelynn Burmark, Special Projects
Steve Courtial, Complex Caretaker
VOLUNTEER STAFF and
MUSEUM ASSOCIATES

Beverly Phelan, Curator
Roberta Garrett, Registrar
Jim Garrett, Multitask Volunteer
Bob Kvasnicka, Registrar
Fred Paine, Computer Consultant
Susan Sullivan, Education Chair
Louis Alfeld
Suzanne Awalt
Hannah Baldwin
Sam Chohan
Mike Caplin
Cathy Christo
Elly Harkins
Jim Lessenger
Elizabeth Murphy
Reg Page
Lorraine Patten
Bob Rozett
Rick Stierwalt
Susan Sullivan
Bill Venturelli
MUSEUM INTERN

Kailee Henry
MUSEUM EXHIBIT HOURS

Wednesday through Sunday
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
Call or visit our website for Holiday
Hours/Museum closures
OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday through Friday
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Call or visit our website for Holiday
Hours/Museum closures
ADMISSION:

Adult:
$5.00
Student:
$3.00
Senior:
$3.00
Children 5 to 12:
$2.00
Children under 5:
free
Members:
free
Military with ID:
free
Free first Wednesday of every month

