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A Flood of Attendees for the “Drop By Drop”
Exhibit Opening Reception by Executive Director Elizabeth d’Huart
On Wednesday, July 26th, the Museum was ground zero for Benicia’s history, art, and
sustainability communities as they gathered for the unveiling of our new temporary exhibit
“Drop By Drop – A Brief History of Benicia Water Through the Eyes of its Artists” with works
by Nikki Basch-Davis, Carol Dalton, Bodil Fox, Larnie Fox, Linda Grebmeier, Marilyn
Schaeffer, Stephen Schumm, Lee Wilder Snider, and Scott Zoog on display. Mary Shaw’s
storyboards provide an informative context and compelling
counterpoint, outlining the various solutions
– proposed, abandoned, completed, and
ongoing – to supply Benicia with the fresh
water once available from the Carquinez
Strait before continual drought, population
growth, and industry compromised our
supply. Historical artifacts from the
Museum’s collection include a section of an old
water pipe constructed entirely from wood, a
photograph album that documents the construction of Lake Herman in 1905 by
Frank Stumm, and images and documents relating to the defunct Salt Water
Barrier and other water-sourcing projects. This exhibit will be up until the end of
May, 2018, and is collaboration with Arts Benicia supported by a grant from the
Benicia Community Sustainability Commission. We are most grateful to AB and
the Commission for their partnership; also to our own Bev Phelan, Bob
Kvasnicka, Larry Lauber and Jim Lessenger who assisted AB with research,
images, and installation. Please visit us soon to enjoy this short “101” course in
Benicia’s water history surrounded by the beautifully expressive artwork of local
artists. The interactive water clock by Larnie and Bodil is an especially creative
piece that is the perfect expression of the exhibit title “Drop By Drop” – come see!
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TOURS

Educational tours with hands-on activities for children

Art and Economic Prosperity Survey Results and
What They Mean for Benicia
by Executive Director Elizabeth d’Huart

Arranged tours for adult, senior and
family groups

RENTAL AREAS
Captain Charles P. Stone Hall

As presented to the Benicia City Council on
July 18th by the Chair of the City Arts and Culture
Commission, Terry Scott, the recent survey results
from the “Arts & Economic Prosperity Survey
(Detailing the Economic Impact of Nonprofit Arts and
Cultural Organizations and Their Audiences in the City
of Benicia, CA for the fiscal year 2015-2016) are
highly significant and extremely positive. The
nonprofit arts and culture sector is a $4.7 million
industry that supports 149 full-time equivalent jobs and
generates $414,000 in local and state government
revenue. Having participated previously in this survey
as a museum executive director in Georgia, and as a
member of the Benicia AEP steering committee, I am
pleased to share this information with our members,
friends, donors and sponsors. The organization
“Americans for the Arts” produces and processes this annual, national survey; the cost
of survey participation was generously funded by the City’s Economic Development
Commission and facilitated by the Arts and Culture Commission liaison agency, the
Benicia Public Library. Not only do our arts and culture organizations and events
improve our quality of life here in Benicia through their enriching activities and
services, they also contribute hugely to our economic well-being, attracting out of town
visitors, producing tax revenue, and circulating dollars that continue to generate more
spending as they travel through the local community.

“I Dig Benicia!”

Spenger Memorial Garden

For information please visit our website
www.beniciahistoricalmuseum.org

October is National Archeology Month. To
mark this annual event, the Museum inaugurated a
partnership with UC Berkeley and the Benicia
Historical Society hosting “I Dig Benicia!” in
October 2016. This indoor and outdoor experience
allowed
children and adults to learn what
archeologists do and why their work is so
important. People were encouraged to try all
of the outdoor stations: adobe brick making,
Mexican corn grinding, doing laundry by
hand, and working with archeological “dig
kits” plus indoor stations: Native American
pictographs, Rancho tile pattern coloring ,
and piecing together broken pottery. The
“dig kits” provided a great link between the
three organizations’ missions. These kits consisted of 4’ X 4’ boxes filled with
sand that had different themed artifacts (1800’s Benicia and Native Californians)
buried within. Visitors were able to discover, map and identify the objects found
in their dig site.
Last year’s event was very well attended and a great time was had by all.
We hope to see you at this year’s event scheduled for Saturday, October 14th.
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A Colorful Welcome and Signature Slogan
On July 26th, in addition to the “Drop By Drop” opening
reception, the public had its first view of our new Museum entryway,
the colorful banners featuring images of those events which continue
to inform our sense of place and fire the imagination. Benicia can
claim as part of its identity virtually every chapter of Western and
early California history and our entry statement says as much: “The
history of California is written in the story of Benicia”. From the
many compliments we have received, this new style direction seems
to be an unqualified hit! Our next exhibit update will be a revamp of
the flag area which will feature storyboards with more colorful
graphics and “chapter” headings revealing the themes of the various
exhibit educational units to be found within. Our many thanks to
volunteers Bob Rozett and Jim Lessenger for prepping and installing
the entryway hardware.

Save the Date!
Annual Membership Meeting
 Sunday, September 24, 3:30 PM—4:30 PM
 Visit with the Museum Board of Directors and celebrate another successful year at the
Museum!
Annual Benicia Historical Museum Membership Potluck
 Sunday, September 24 (rescheduling of former Winter Annual Potluck event)
 4:30 PM – 6:30 PM
 Indoor and outdoor event (weather permitting) in Spenger Garden and supper in Hall
 Full bar, meat entrees, condiments, rolls and desserts supplied by Museum
 Guests with last names A-L to bring a hot dish of vegetables or casserole; guests with
last names M-Z to bring a cold salad or fruit dish
“I Dig Benicia!”
 Saturday, October 14th, time to be determined
 In partnership with UC Berkeley and the Benicia Historical Society
 All ages are welcome to dig into Benicia’s past via archeological dig kits, Native
Californian pictographs, adobe brick making and more!
“Drop By Drop” exhibit
 Open until May 2018
 In partnership with ArtsBenicia and the Benicia Community Sustainability Commission
 Local history of our community water story with original artwork by Benicia artists
“We Were There – World War I” “pop-up” exhibit
 In honor of those from Benicia who served in WWI, an overview presentation of WWI
with a focus on trench warfare and Benicia’s participation
 Photographs, documents, artifacts
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New Faces at the Museum
We are so happy to welcome two of the youngest members of our current
Museum “family”, Kailee Henry and Hannah Baldwin. Kailee is our newest Valero
intern and will be entering her senior year at Benicia High School in the Autumn
where she is active in Junior Varsity water polo when not volunteering at NorthGate
or working on a variety of Advanced Placement scholarship courses. Kailee hopes to
study pre-med at UC Davis with a minor in
molecular microbiology. She is working in the
Museum’s archival department, researching and
documenting recently donated Native American
artifacts and also scanning and uploading new
images to the Museum online archives.
Hannah is our new Museum Associate, also
working on research projects for the Museum when
not working as a Tuesday through Friday docent.
Hannah will be a senior this September at Saint
Mary’s College of California in Moraga where she
is majoring in English with a minor in History.
Hannah is a wonderful Museum ambassador with
excellent tour presentation skills, no doubt honed
during her time as a performer with a professional
dance troupe. We are very fortunate indeed to have
such hard-working, intelligent, and personable
helpers!

Mark Your Calendars!

Annual Museum Members Potluck on Sunday,
September 24th, 4:30 PM—6:30 PM
As requested by our members, we have changed the membership potluck date
again to accommodate wearisome winter weather and the busy Yuletide calendar. The
new date promises a more comfortable “Indian Summer” weather moment, the best
time to enjoy drinks in the Museum’s Spenger Memorial Garden. The potluck will
take place Sunday, September 24th, 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM, allowing those interested to
attend the BHM Annual Membership meeting scheduled to take place beforehand
(3:30 PM – 4:30 PM). As usual, the Museum will be
providing a full bar, meat entrees, condiments, rolls
and desserts. We ask that guests with a last name
beginning with the letter A-L to bring a hot dish of
vegetables or casserole and guests with a last name
beginning with the letter M-Z to bring a cold salad
or fruit dish. We are excited that this September
Potluck will also provide those who haven’t been
here in a while to see our most recently installed
exhibits, including the new Museum entryway.
2016 Potluck guests: Diane, Greg, and
Harry Wassman with Lou Alfeld.

Save paper and postage — receive your copy of Camel
Tracks by email!
Just drop us a note at info@beniciahistoricalmuseum.org,
and future Camel Tracks will arrive in your inbox instead of your mailbox!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Louis Alfeld, President
Robert Rozett, Vice President
Susan Sullivan, Secretary
Sam Chohan, Treasurer
Dee Case
John Halliday
Larry Lauber
Elizabeth Murphy
Reginald Page
Mike Caplin
MUSEUM STAFF

Elizabeth d’Huart, Executive Director
Maureen Williams, Office Manager
Katelyn Burmark, Special Projects
Steve Courtial, Complex Caretaker
George Hobrecker, Rental Caretaker
VOLUNTEER STAFF

Harry Wassmann, Curator Emeritus
Beverly Phelan, Curator
Roberta Garrett, Registrar
Jim Garrett, Multitask Volunteer
Bob Kvasnicka, Registrar
Fred Paine, Computer Consultant
Susan Sullivan, Education Chair
MUSEUM INTERN

Kailee Henry
MUSEUM ASSOCIATES

Louis Alfeld
Suzanne Awalt
Hannah Baldwin
Sam Chohan
Mike Caplin
Cathy Christo
Jim Lessenger
Elizabeth Murphy
Reg Page
Lorraine Patten
Bob Rozett
Rick Stierwalt
Susan Sullivan
Bill Venturelli
MUSEUM EXHIBIT HOURS

Wednesday through Sunday
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
Call or visit our website for Holiday Hours/
Museum closures
OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday through Friday
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Call or visit our website for Holiday Hours/
Museum closures
ADMISSION:

Adult:
$5.00
Student:
$3.00
Senior:
$3.00
Children 5 to 12:
$2.00
Children under 5:
free
Members:
free
Military with ID:
free
Free first Wednesday of every month

