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PEPPINO D’AGOSTINO IIN
N CONCERT
Join us Friday, September 28 as local favorite and internationally
acclaimed acoustic guitarist Peppino D’Agostino returns to the Benicia
Historical Museum!
A native of Italy, D’Agostino has made his considerable international mark
as a musical artist on the guitar since he arrived in America 33 years ago.
In 2017 Guitar Player listed him as one of the 50 transcendent superheroes
of the acoustic guitar. The CD Every Step of The Way was awarded by
Acoustic Guitars Peoples Choice Awards with a Bronze medal for Best
Acoustic Album of All Time. His signature Seagull acoustic guitar has
been voted among the ten best signature guitars by Guitar Player magazine.
Peppino gives guitar workshops, master classes and seminars worldwide. Top leading publishers such as Truefire,
Alfred Publishing, Hal Leonard and Acoustic Guitar Magazine Books have published his compositions and instructional
methods.
To date Peppino has recorded 18 CDs, performed in over thirty three countries at international festivals and concert halls.
He has shared the stage with such greats as Larry Carlton, Eric Johnson, Tommy Emmanuel, Leo Kottke, Martin Taylor,
Roland Dyens, David Tanenbaum and many more. D’Agostino’s latest solo CD Penumbra was released by Mesa Blue
Moon Recordings.

with his special guest, renowned musician CARLOS REYES

Carlos Reyes, recording artist, producer, engineer, harpist, and violinist has been breaking musical barriers since his
first public performance at the age of five. Born in Paraguay, South America, he began his musical education at the age of
three and a half on the violin. A few years later, his father, a musical and national hero in Paraguay, dared young Carlos to
learn the complicated 36 string native Paraguayan harp. Taking his fathers challenge seriously; Carlos purchased his first
harp for $50.00 when he was just ten years old. Two weeks later, he earned a double encore and $250.00 at his first
professional harp concert. At an early age Carlos eventually learned to play many different instruments including Guitar,
Bass, Mandolin, Keyboards, as well as mastering the use of a variety of electronic
devices and special effects.
Over the years he has backed such artists as Chuck Mangione, Bill Evans, Clark
Terry, Pat Travers, and MC Hammer. He has shared the concert stage with great artists
from Craig Chaquico, The Crusaders, The Rippingtons, and Roy Rogers to Charlie
Daniels, Wynona Judd, Clint Black, Willie Nelson, John Handy, The Doobie Brothers,
Steve Miller and many more.
Along with an international musical reputation, Mr. Reyes has amassed a large
enthusiastic Bay Area following always wondering what new surprise or style of music
hell bring to the stage. His charismatic personality and outstanding musical talents are a
potent combination with which he performs an extensive and entertaining repertoire. The
Bay Area is proud to claim Carlos Reyes as one of its favorite and most talented artists.

Friday, September 28, 2018, 8:00 PM
Doors open at 7:00 PM • No
No--host Bar • Tickets $35
Tickets Available at the Museum and Offices, Bookshop Benicia, and online via
our website through BrownPaperTickets.com
2060 Camel Road ♦ Benicia, CA 94510 ♦ (707)745-5435
info@beniciahistoricalmuseum.org ♦ www.beniciahistoricalmuseum.org
Like us on Facebook: Benicia Historical Museum at the Camel Barns
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“Benicia’s Gold Rush Story” Opening Reception
by Elizabeth d’Huart
July 31st found us enjoying a golden, fun-filled evening for our
exhibit opening! With over eighty visitors, many of whom had never
been to the
Museum before
and also several
families with
children, we
had a wide
range of ages
and interests
represented. It
was heartening
to hear the
many
compliments - everyone seemed to appreciate the collection
of colorful images that serve to augment the gold mining
and assaying artifacts on display, and the demonstration of the Yuba dredge model never fails to fascinate. The
smaller story contained within this exhibit, that of Mr. von Pfister, is the perfect illustration of the intrepid spirit
which brought this storekeeper and other like-minded entrepreneurs to Benicia, a tale which is as much a part of the
“Wild West” era of our local history as the “Gold Rush” era.
The weekday, evening event provided a wonderful opportunity to enjoy the
offerings of the no-host bar, mingle with local community pundits, and savor
the flavor of the free bags
of “Gold Nugget”
bubblegum (a childhood
favorite of mine).
This exhibit will be up
through the end of the year
before it is incorporated
into the permanent exhibit
area– do come and be
inspired by the magnificent
heritage we all share!

MUSEUM NEWS & NOTES

 On sale now! Peppino and Carlos Reyes in concert September 28 (see front page for details)
 We are so grateful! BHM was awarded grant monies by the Rotary Club for permanent exhibit installation work.
Funds come from both the local Benicia and district Foundations – watch this space for exhibit opening dates!

 BHM has pledged $1,000 towards the purchase and installation of a bench on library grounds to honor Harry and Diane







Wassmann, who each contributed so much to the community – the Historical Society is also pledging funds.
BHM was awarded 1st prize in the July 3rd Main Street Independence Day Twilight Parade for best Historical Vehicle
Privately funded and newly available through our BHM archives: digital version of “Benicia Property Deeds and Real
Estate Transactions 1847-1849”
Save the date! Museum Annual Membership Meeting and Potluck September 23rd (see details the next page)
Save the date! Museum & Genesis House Christmas Tree Lot fundraiser opens November 23rd
Save the date! “Jingle All the Way” Holiday Faire on December 1st & 2nd
Save the date! “A Winter Gift” musical performance by Legends of the Celtic Harp December 8th.

Camel Tracks

Autumn 2018

Page 3

A Stampede to Buy at the “White Camel” Trash to Treasure Vintage Sale
By Elizabeth d’Huart
Although no actual white camels were available for purchase at the “White Camel”
Trash to Treasure Vintage Sale held this past July 15th, there were plenty of other
objects to delight our happy customers at this very successful fundraising event!
The community was generous with their donations of “gently
used” treasures specifically given to be sold at the Museum
tables, including artwork, books, clothes, kitchenalia,
electrical goods, tools, dolls and other toys, glass, china,
linens, knickknacks, and furniture … have I forgotten
something? Coffee and donuts, hotdogs with all the fixings,
and homemade marshmallow treats were also on offer, so no
one needed to leave the premises to fuel themselves. This was a wonderful all-day occasion which
also provided the 400+ attendees a chance to visit the upstairs exhibits at the bargain entry price of
$0.00, introducing many from the Bay-wide audience to our organization and our history for the
first time.
Heartfelt thanks to our sponsors: Hamann Real Estate
and Republic Services, and to our many volunteers –
with special thanks to the organizers Deb Machado and
Penny Stell, as well as our staff and board members.
I’m already looking forward to the next year’s sale (I bought two items: a woodenhandled piano tuning tool which I am using as a curtain pull and a lovely little
ladies desk – score!). See you next year – this is now on the books as an annual
affair!

PEPPINO D’AGOSTINO IN CONCERT with special guest CARLOS REYES
 Friday, September 28, 8:00PM in Stone Hall. Doors open at 7:00PM — Open Seating
 Tickets $35.00
 No host bar

WAKE UP TO YOUR HISTORY!

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
 Sunday, September 23rd, 4:00PM – 4:30PM
 Visit with the Museum Board of Directors and celebrate
another successful year at the Museum!

— AND —

Special Presentation
 Friday, October 19, 10:00AM,
Museum Exhibit Gallery
 Join us for coffee and donuts and a
presentation on the history of the
Arsenal
 FREE EVENT

ANNUAL BENICIA HISTORICAL MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP
POTLUCK
 Sunday, September 23rd, 4:30PM – 6:30PM in Stone Hall
 Full bar, meat entrees, condiments, rolls and desserts supplied by Museum
 Guests with last names A-L bring a cold salad or fruit dish; guests with last names M-Z bring a hot dish of
vegetables or casserole

“I DIG BENICIA!” Family Archeology Activity Event
 Saturday, October 20th, 11:00AM –2:00PM
 In partnership with UC Berkeley and the Benicia Historical Society
 Dig into Benicia’s past via archeological dig kits, Native Californian pictographs, making clay pots, piecing
together artifacts, and more! — All ages welcome !
 FREE entry!
“BENICIA’S GOLD RUSH STORY”
 New! Temporary exhibit running through 2018
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From the Archives
by Beverly Phelan
The Majestic Theatre in Downtown Benicia opened with great
fanfare on February 23, 1920. By 7:30 PM – opening time – there
were more than 1200 people waiting to be admitted, with only half of
the people fortunate enough to get in at the first show! It was reported in the Benicia
Herald-New Era newspaper as “...One of the most successful affairs ever had in
Benicia.” The building was described as having beautiful marble facings; mirrored
doors; an artistic box office; one of the best screens on the market; rich draperies in
gold, mulberry and blue; 600 leather-covered seats; an impressive rectangular marquee
as well as a red brick exterior and many fairy-like twinkling lights! The opening picture
was A Daughter of Two Worlds starring Norma Talmadge. They also ran a two-reel
comedy titled Head Waiter. The operating room or projection room was on the
mezzanine floor and was completely fireproof — the chemicals used to produce early
films were highly flammable.
Fresh air was constantly being circulated by the ventilating system — all the air in
the building was refreshed every two minutes! Another feature of the theatre was the
$14,000 pipe organ. It had sixty-four stops and a double touch in the keyboard
whereby the performer could play an accompaniment to the solo on the organ. The
pipes were hidden behind the proscenium arch.
This beautiful theatre had a fire in the 1940s. It was remodeled and renamed the
State Theatre on June 11, 1942. Subsequently, various owners operated the building as
a cinema, a children’s playhouse, and even as a church. It was deeded to the nonprofit
Majestic Theatre Corp. in the early 1990s, whose goal it was to showcase live
entertainment which included many successful comedy shows and musicals. The
theatre is currently owned by Robert Reichert of Martinez.
This iconic landmark is a treasure that Benicians always enjoy visiting on the rare
occasions it is brought back to life with community productions.
For the full story (including photographs), visit our web site under Museum News and Notes.

From the Desk of BHM
President Robert Rozett
Our first annual “White Camel” Trash to Treasure Vintage Sale was
very successful; over 450 buyers attended. The Museum and invited
vendors reported sales beyond their expectations. Many of them
requested invitations to next year’s event, as well as participation in the
upcoming “Jingle All the Way” Holiday Faire.
We had a very well-attended opening (over 80 visitors) to our newest temporary
exhibit “Benicia’s Gold Rush Story”. There were many positive comments, especially
about the 1/10” scale model of a Yuba gold rush-era dredge, our in-house produced
storyboards, and the artifacts on display.
Work continues on upgrading our permanent exhibits. Soon you’ll be able to read
about Alta California, Early Explorers, Mission Culture, and Mexican California. We’ll
also cover General Vallejo and the “Bear Flaggers”, Rancho Soscol, and “Westward
Ho,” including “Manifest Destiny” and the ever increasing number of American
settlers. These upgrades will continue over the next two years in the main museum
areas. New volunteers are always appreciated to help with these tasks and others.
There is a Peppino D’Agostino Concert scheduled for September 28th with special
guest Carlos Reyes. Please join us for a wonderful evening of entertainment!
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Robert Rozett, President
Mike Caplin, Vice President
Reginald Page, Secretary
Sam Chohan, Treasurer
Louis Alfeld
Dee Case
Larry Lauber
Deb Machado
Elizabeth Murphy
Penny Stell

MUSEUM STAFF

Elizabeth d’Huart, Executive Director
Maureen Williams, Office Manager
Steve Courtial, Complex Caretaker
VOLUNTEER STAFF

Beverly Phelan, Curator
Roberta Garrett, Registrar
Bob Kvasnicka, Registrar
Fred Paine, Computer Consultant
Susan Sullivan, Education Chair
Deb Machado, Gift Shop
VOLUNTEER
MUSEUM ASSOCIATES

Louis Alfeld
Mike Caplin
Sam Chohan
Cathy Christo
Judy Furllong
Jim Lessenger
Elizabeth Murphy
Reg Page
Lorraine Patten
Bob Rozett
Susan Sullivan
Bill Venturelli

MUSEUM EXHIBIT HOURS

Wednesday through Sunday
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
Call or visit our website for
Holiday Hours/Museum closures
OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday through Friday
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Call or visit our website for
Holiday Hours/Office closures
ADMISSION:

Adult:
$5.00
Student:
$3.00
Senior:
$3.00
Children 5 to 12:
$2.00
Children under 5:
free
Members:
free
Military with ID:
free
Free first Wednesday of every month

