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ANNUAL “WHITE CAMEL”
TRASH TO TREASURE VI
VINTAGE
NTAGE SALE
Join us for the Annual “White Camel” Trash to
Treasure Vintage Sale on Sunday, July 15th. We
take the “white elephant” sale to the next level,
by offering items from local merchants and
artisans as well as a wide variety of gently-used
“treasures”. Doors open at 9:00am and close at
3:00pm.
We'll have coffee and donuts available for
purchase in the morning, and grilled hot dogs in
the afternoon for your snacking pleasure while
browsing the household items, books, seasonal
gifts, vintage wares, and much, much more!

The Annual “White Camel”Trash to
Treasure Vintage Sale

a fundraiser benefitting the Benicia Historical Museum

Sunday, July 15, 9:00am – 3:00pm
Benicia Historical Museum at the Camel
Barns
Charles P. Stone Hall
2060 Camel Road, Benicia, CA 94510
Interested in participating as a vendor? Contact the Museum offices at 707745-5435 Tuesday through Friday, 9am to 2pm, OR visit our website or email
info@benicahistoricalmuseum.org for information and an application!

2060 Camel Road ♦ Benicia, CA 94510 ♦ (707)745-5435
email: info@beniciahistoricalmuseum.org ♦ website: www.beniciahistoricalmuseum.org
Like us on Facebook: Benicia Historical Museum at the Camel Barns
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WHAT GOES UP MUST COME DOWN!
By Elizabeth d’Huart

The theory of gravity applies to all earthly physical objects, including the Museum’s temporary exhibits. “Drop by
Drop – A Brief History of Benicia Water through the Eyes of Its Artists” - concludes June 30. “Benicia’s Gold Rush
Story” (working title) will be installed to open August 1 once the wall is
painted and the new hanging hardware installed. This important exhibit will
narrate our city’s contributions to the Gold Rush story, including its role as a
transportation and supply hub to miners. Maps featuring the gold fields, the
overland trails, and the many oceanic routes to California will complement the
storyboards on mining techniques and assaying artifacts. The Museum’s Yuba
dredge, a huge engineering marvel, will be showcased.
I am often asked how we come up with ideas for exhibits and the formula
used to put them together. We choose exhibit topics based on the variety of our
community’s interests and the importance of our unique place in history. We
incorporate the CA Department of Education’s standards for history, especially
as they apply to our third and fourth grade visitors who are studying these
subjects in elementary school and who tour the Museum and participate in our
hands-on reenactment activities.
Questions I ask myself when putting an exhibit together include: are we
providing the appropriate global or national context in order to “connect the
dots” and provide the bigger picture? Are we able to supply a narrative that
expresses critical thinking? Has the event itself been re-interpreted based on
new discoveries or a change in culture? Does it conform to the standards we
have set for accuracy, and visual appeal? We want our visitors to be informed
The Yuba dredge, currently housed in the
and also excited by what they find here. Documenting and preserving our
Museum’s Industrial Exhibit
heritage allows us to measure our evolution in every area of human endeavor,
providing a baseline of fact against which to measure our achievements - or lack thereof. The history of Benicia is truly
inspirational because the history of California is written in the story of Benicia!

“WHITE CAMEL” TRASH TO TREASURE VINTAGE SALE
a Fundraiser for the Benicia Historical Museum
Y Sunday, July 15
Y 9 AM – 3 PM
Y Morning coffee and donuts
Y Afternoon grilled hotdogs
Y Free admission
“DROP BY DROP”
Arts Benicia/BHM Temporary Exhibit
Y Extended by popular demand
Y Closes June 30
“BENICIA’S GOLD RUSH STORY”
Y New temporary exhibit
Y Tuesday, July 31 – Preview reception
Y 5:30 PM – 7:30 PM
Y No-host bar
Y Opens Wednesday, August 1 – free admission

Save the Date!
PEPPINO D’AGOSTINO IN CONCERT
with special guest CARLOS REYES
Y Friday, September 28
Y 8:00 PM, doors open at 7:00 PM
Y Tickets $35.00
Y No host bar
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From the Desk of BHM President
Robert Rozett
We have just concluded the last of the 2017-2018 group school tours with the arrival of several classes from
Matthew Turner Elementary (not forgetting those students attending family events and conducting research
here), a fittingly local conclusion to a lengthy list of area schools including John Swett Elementary from
Martinez, St. Joseph’s from Pinole, the Palmer School from Walnut Creek, the Meher School from
Lafayette, Walnut Creek Christian Academy, Notre Dame from Vacaville, Lupine Hills Elementary from
Hercules, the Canvas Enrichment Homeschool Program from Concord, Cordelia Hills Elementary from Fairfield, the
Classical Conversations Homeschool from Benicia, Pennycook Elementary from Vallejo, and St. Dominic’s.
Our largest group, requiring the longest day, saw upwards of 90 students plus teachers and parents/chaperones taking
turns moving through the Museum exhibits in the main building, the Powder Magazine, and the hands-on activity stations.
These tours each require the efforts of 3-4 Museum volunteers, all of whom are mission-driven to educate our children to
the importance of Benicia’s contributions to the history of the state, and to California’s contributions to the history of our
country. It’s an extremely rewarding experience working with these children. They are intelligent, inquisitive, and very
interested in the local history of Benicia. The comment we most often hear during these tours is: “I can’t believe that such
a small town has so much history”! We can always use additional Museum tour guide volunteers. We offer complete
training for potential docents as well as the opportunity to meet new people with similar interests. For more information,
please contact the Museum (see below).
Meanwhile, I am looking forward to several events in the second half of this calendar year, including the upcoming
“White Camel” sale on July 15. You can find more information about the sale and other events on our newly redesigned
website. Enjoy the summer and all that the City and your Museum have to offer!

VOLUNTEER MUSEUM ASSOCIATE POSITIONS
BENICIA HISTORICAL MUSEUM at the CAMEL BARNS
Are you interested in history? Would you like to help build our community in a meaningful way? Then the Benicia Historical
Museum at the Camel Barns wants to talk to you!
We’re always in need of volunteers to open and close the Museum exhibits
and to provide tours to students, seniors, and other groups. Exhibit hours
are 1-4 PM Wednesday - Sunday and scheduled group tours are generally
conducted Tuesday – Friday.
Museum Associates are important! They are “meeters and greeters” and
good-will ambassadors for both the Museum and the City of Benicia,
providing an introduction to our unique and important contributions to
national, state and local history. We are on the National Register of
Historic Places, a California Historical Landmark, and a City Visitors
Center.

For more information, please call us on 745-5435
during office hours (9 AM – 4 PM Tuesday – Friday)
or email us at info@beniciahistoricalmuseum.org.

We look forward to speaking with you!
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From the Archives
by Beverly Phelan

Residents and visitors alike are intrigued by the charming
“Frisbie-Walsh” home located at 235 East L. St. and the story
of one of its more colorful occupants, Captain John Walsh.
Walsh was born on Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia on Oct.
25, 1797. His uncle was a ship’s captain and John sailed with
him as a boy, becoming a first officer on the ship “Honqua” in
1818. He was later in command of the “John Gilpin” which sailed the regular packet
route between Valparaiso, Chili and Canton, China. It was on a short visit to Boston in
1830 that he met and married his wife Eleanor. They commenced family life in Chile
where they raised seven children.
The Captain was finally able to come back to the United States in 1849, bringing
his family to Benicia, subsequently settling into their new home on East L Street
which became his pride and joy. He was known as a generous and amiable host,
entertaining his many Army and Navy officer friends there. He was active in the
community as a trustee of the Presbyterian Church and later as a vestryman and senior
warden at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. He served in a variety of local government
positions, including County Commissioner of Common Schools. Captain Walsh died
on December 1, 1884 at age 87 and is buried in the Benicia Cemetery.
The house itself, a Gothic Revival prefab designed by Andrew Jackson Downing
circa 1850, was built in Boston and then shipped around the Horn. Reassembled, it
became a home first for General Vallejo’s daughter Epiphania and son-in-law John
Frisbie. It was Captain’s Walsh’s wife Eleanor, also a member of the Frisbie family,
whom records list as the next purchaser along with co-owner Theodore Shillaber of
Everett & Co., a business
partner. Mrs. Walsh was one
of a few women listed in the
Solano County Record Book
under the designation
“Married Women Doing
Business in Their Own
Names.” In 1879, the
Walshes sold the house to
General Thomas McGregor.
Passing through several other
owners and functioning at
one time as a bed and
breakfast establishment, it fell
into general neglect until it
was purchased and
meticulously restored in the
late 1980s. It is lovingly
maintained today by its
current owners and benefits
from beautiful landscaping.
With so many of Benicia’s
iconic landmarks lost to
natural disasters and
redevelopment, we are
fortunate indeed to have this
historical gem still with us.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Robert Rozett, President
Mike Caplin, Vice President
Reginald Page, Secretary
Sam Chohan, Treasurer
Louis Alfeld
Dee Case
Larry Lauber
Deb Machado
Elizabeth Murphy
Penny Stell

MUSEUM STAFF

Elizabeth d’Huart, Executive Director
Maureen Williams, Office Manager
Katelynn Burmark, Special Projects
Steve Courtial, Complex Caretaker
VOLUNTEER STAFF

Beverly Phelan, Curator
Roberta Garrett, Registrar
Bob Kvasnicka, Registrar
Fred Paine, Computer Consultant
Susan Sullivan, Education Chair
Deb Machado, Gift Shop
VOLUNTEER
MUSEUM ASSOCIATES

Louis Alfeld
Mike Caplin
Sam Chohan
Cathy Christo
Judy Furllong
Jim Lessenger
Elizabeth Murphy
Reg Page
Lorraine Patten
Bob Rozett
Rick Stierwalt
Susan Sullivan
Bill Venturelli

MUSEUM EXHIBIT HOURS

Wednesday through Sunday
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
Call or visit our website for
Holiday Hours/Museum closures
OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday through Friday
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Call or visit our website for
Holiday Hours/Office closures
ADMISSION:

Adult:
$5.00
Student:
$3.00
Senior:
$3.00
Children 5 to 12:
$2.00
Children under 5:
free
Members:
free
Military with ID:
free
Free first Wednesday of every month

