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Louis Alfeld, President 

Robert Rozett, Vice President 
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MUSEUM STAFF 

Elizabeth d’Huart, Executive Director 

Katelynn Burmark, Office Manager 

Steve Courtial, Complex Caretaker 

George Hobrecker, Rental Caretaker 

 
 

VOLUNTEER STAFF 

Harry Wassmann, Curator Emeritus 

Beverly Phelan, Curator 

Roberta Garrett, Registrar 

Jim Garrett, Multitask Volunteer 

Bob Kvasnicka, Registrar 

Fred Paine, Computer Consultant 

Susan Sullivan, Education Chair 

 
 

MUSEUM INTERN 

Kiersten Rabehl 

 
 

MUSEUM DOCENTS 

Louis Alfeld 

Suzanne Awalt 

Sam Chohan 

Michael Caplin 

Cathy Christo 

Judy Furlong 

Jim Lessenger 

Elizabeth Murphy 

Reg Page 

Lorraine Patten 

Bob Rozett 

Rick Stierwalt 

Sam Sullivan 

Susan Sullivan 

Steve Turley 

Bill Venturelli 

 
 

MUSEUM EXHIBIT HOURS 

Wednesday through Sunday 
1:00pm to 4:00pm 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday through Friday 
9:00am to 2:00pm 

Call for holiday hours. 
 

 

ADMISSION: 

Adult:  $5.00 
Student:  $3.00 
Senior:  $3.00 
Children 5 to 12: $2.00 
Children under 5: free 
Members: free 
Military with ID:  free 
 

Free first Wednesday of every 
month 

Curator’s Corner  By  Beverly Phelan 

 

Who Was Joe Garske Sr.? 
Joseph L. Garske Sr. was the owner and operator of  
Marine Service, Inc.  The locals know it as the 
boatyard, located at the end of West C St.  Joe was 
born in Duluth, Minnesota in August 1917.  He had 
been a Benicia resident since 1936.  He passed away 

in April of 2005. 
 Joe had been around water all his life.  He worked at the Mare 
Island Naval Shipyard until after WWII.  He worked in a heating and 
plumbing business until the early 1960s.  Joe then started Marine Ser-

vice, Inc. which was a boat repair facility where owners came to have 
work done or a place to do work on their boats.  Many times the boats 
were left at the boatyard for Joe to deal 
with.  He led quite a life using his natu-
ral talents; cleaning up oil spills, driving 
piles, lifting boats from the water and re-
pairing boats that came into his 
boatyard.  His involvement with the Exx-
on Refinery was in repairing equipment 
in its coke plant and he ended up with a 
contract to keep the plant running.   
 Joe’s talents were needed in 1987 
when he brought the Galilee bow to Beni-
cia.  With the use of his ship’s crane on a 

barge and the tugboat Isabelle, the bow 
made it to Benicia from Sausalito and 
eventually landed, quite literally, on the 
Museum’s doorstop after spending many 
years elsewhere.  It remains here as a 
relic from a bygone era that we will be 
celebrating in our upcoming new exhibit 
on Matthew Turner.   
 Joe’s boatyard had its problems.  Sometime in the 1990s Joe was notified 
by the Bay Conservation and Development Commission to clean up the 
boatyard.  Cleanup didn’t really get started until early 2000 under the boatyard’s 
new owner Phil Joy. One of the remaining pieces of equipment is the Red Baron 
(a barge with a yellow crane) that was used in the construction of the Golden 
Gate Bridge in 1937. 
 Joe and his wife Spronsa were married 63 years and had a son Joe Garske 

Jr.  Garske Sr. was a charter member of the Benicia Yacht Club that he helped 

build.  The tower is named “Garske’s Tower” after him.  Joe is remembered as 

being quite a character.  When asked if people complain about the way the 

boatyard looks he said, “Better not, I’ve been here longer than they have”.  
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“Men of Worth” in Concert  
     Saturday, December 3rd, 2016 

     8:00 PM, doors open at 7:00 PM 
     No Host Bar 
     Tickets $25 

Tickets available at: Museum Office, Museum Gift 
Shop, BrownPaperTickets.com, Bookshop Benicia 

 

We are delighted that the crowd-pleasing “Men of Worth” group has agreed to come to the 
Museum to provide a special Christmas concert program – although they have been playing 
in our Hall for over a decade, this is their first time to present a holiday program tailored to 

the season.  Those who are familiar with Irishman James Keigher and Scotsman Donnie 
Macdonald know that they are not only talented musicians but also accomplished raconteurs 

who entertain and amuse equally well in both categories!   

Annual Christmas Tree Lot Fundraiser 

Our 7th Annual Christmas Tree Lot fundraiser is our largest fundraising activity.   As well as support-
ing Genesis House and the Museum, our customers get to take away (or have delivered) a beautiful, 
sustainably farmed quality tree when they shop here.  We are fortunate to have a vendor who supplies 
us with a large selection of species and sizes that is vastly superior to most large box store offerings.  

Our faithful clients – and their children and grandchildren - also have an 
opportunity to send a letter to Santa via Cally, the Museum carousel camel, 

who comes to life after midnight to deliver letters to Santa’s North Pole 
workshop.  During the day, she positions herself in front of the Museum 
Christmas tree, hung with dozens of lovely camel ornaments!  With plenty 
of parking, pleasant lot assistance in choosing your tree and help in secur-
ing it for the ride home or even home delivery, plus candy canes, coloring 
pages and free Museum passes to all who purchase, this is your best bet 
for the best tree-buying experience! 

Starts Friday, November 25th—December 23rd (or sell out) 
Open 10:00 AM—7:00 PM Daily 

Please note: We are receiving only one shipment this year so come early! 



 

TOURS 
 

Educational tours with hands-on activi-
ties for children  

 
Arranged tours  for  adult, senior and 

family groups 
 

RENTAL AREAS 

 
Captain Charles  P. Stone Hall 

 

Spenger Memorial Garden 

For information  please visit our website 
www.beniciahistoricalmuseum.org 
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We are thrilled to announce the opening reception of our new, upcoming 
permanent exhibit “Benicia Arsenal in War and Peace.”  This beautifully 
formatted new exhibit features a 20-foot horizontal timeline of Arsenal 
activity, narrative storyboards, and display 
cases filled with medals, crests, badges, 
flags, and historically accurate toy lead sol-
diers, as well as other interesting artifacts.   

We are honored to have Dr. Blaine Lamb as 
our speaker who will discuss his biography 

of Charles P. Stone, the founder of the Beni-
cia Arsenal.  Dr. Lamb has been an archivist 
with the State Railroad Museum, a senior 
archivist with the California State Archives, and the Chief of the Archae-
ology, History and Museums Division of California State Parks. He has 
written for such publications as “California History”, the “Journal of 
America’s Military Past”, and  the “Journal of the West”.  Dr. Lamb will be 
available to sign copies of his well-received book “The Extraordinary Life 
of Charles Pomeroy Stone - Soldier, Surveyor, Pasha, Engineer.”   

We are extremely grateful to our exhibit sponsor, the law firm of Gizzi, 
Reep, and Foley - most especially Benicia’s own Scott Reep who is con-
tributing a Nike missile model that he is currently fashioning to be a part 
of the exhibit’s case presentations.  Thank you Scott!   

“Benicia arsenal in War and Peace” 

Exhibit Opening and Reception 
Sunday, November 13th, 2016 at 1:00 PM  ♦  Free to the Public 

You may not be aware that we offer free 
Museum entry to all current or retired 
military personnel -  not only is this an 
appropriate gesture in view of the Muse-
um’s  occupancy of original Arsenal 
buildings, it is also a mark of respect and 
thanks to our fellow Americans in ser-
vice.  So it is not surprising that these 
special, docent-led tours have become 

quite popular.  We have recently played host to Fort Dixon (45 Intelli-
gence Officers), Camp Park in Dublin, and our local Benicia National 
Guard.  As these units reroute and rotate soldiers throughout the dis-
trict, they continue to bring new personnel to the Museum as the year 
progresses.   

We are extremely grateful to our volunteer docents and tour guides who 
spend many hours on many weekends providing these free tours.  I am 
happy to relate that our association with the local National Guard is also 
a result of the outreach initiated by Jim Lessenger, the current Chair of 
the Exhibits Committee, who contacted Captain Christopher J. Meloy, 
the Headquarters & Headquarters Company (HHC) Commander of the 

That Was Then… This is Now! 
Current Museum and Local Military Affiliation and Support 

Continued page 3 
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I Dig Benicia! 

An official California Archaeology Month Event, October 2016 
Sponsored by the Benicia Historical Museum, Benicia Historical Society, and Archaeological Research Facility at 

UC Berkeley 

Saturday, October 29th, 2016  ♦  11:00 AM—2:00 PM, Continuous activity circuit  
FREE! 

Benicia is home to many important archaeological sites asso-

ciated with Native Californians and later European, Ameri-
can, and Chinese settlers.  Learn about archaeology and 

Benicia’s rich history as you try your hand at excavating arti-
facts, making Native American rock art, grinding seeds, re-
constructing old pots, making adobe bricks, and more!  

I Dig Benicia! 
♦  Saturday, October 29th, 2016, 11:00 AM—2:00 PM, rain or shine 
♦  Free Entry 

 

“Benicia Arsenal in War and Peace”: Exhibit Opening and Reception 
♦  Sunday, November 13th, 2016, 1:00 PM 
♦  Speaker Presentation and Book Signing by Dr. Blaine Lamb 

♦  Free Entry 

 

Annual Christmas Tree Lot 
♦  Starts Friday, November 27—December 23, 2015 (or sell out) 

♦  Hours: 10:00 AM—7:00 PM daily 

 

Men of Worth in Concert 
♦  Saturday, December 3rd, 2016 at 8:00 PM, doors open at 7:00 PM 

♦  Tickets $25 

 

Members Only New Year’s Potluck 
♦  Sunday, January 8th, 2017, 4:30—7:00pm 

♦  Members with last names A-L: please bring a hot dish of vegetables or casserole  

♦  Members with last names M-Z: please bring a cold salad or fruit dish 

♦  BHM provides meat entrees and hosted bar 
 

“Golden Bough” in Concert 
♦  Saturday, January 21st, 2017 at 8:00 PM, doors open at 7:00 PM 

♦  Tickets $25 

Calendar of Events 

749th Combat unit, in order to enlarge the medal collection we are featuring in the new Benicia Ar-
senal exhibit (see above).  Not only did Captain Meloy secure a number of medals for us, he also 
volunteered to speak at the Museum, which excellent and informative presentation “One Soldier’s 
Experience: National Guard Service Home and Abroad” was well-attended both here on August 28th 
and also at the Rotary Club on September 20th.  In addition, Captain Meloy has been able to secure 
the official assistance of the National Guard at district Battalion level in moving and installing the 
various cases and materials for the new exhibit as a “Civil Support Mission”!  This is truly an honor 
and a blessing on many levels – thank you Captain Meloy, and thank you Jim!      


