
A Letter from the Executive Director  
by Elizabeth d’Huart 

“Summertime and the livin’ is easy” rings true for many but that doesn’t mean dull or quiet at the Benicia Historical  
Museum!  Our July 27 “Bradbury & Bradbury Art Wallpapers – A Legacy of Historical Artistry”  opening reception 
was a standing- room only event. It brought  together an enthusiastic  crowd of 145+ locals and out-of-town visitors for 
this very special program by Bruce Bradbury, company founder and former owner, and Stephen Bauer, present owner 
and Artistic Director.  Their personal stories about the firm - which began its life in the Museum’s Stone Hall - and  
commentary on the various aesthetic movements that influence their designs was marvelously informative.  B&B  
contributed the printing of the narratives that explain how these gorgeous wall coverings are composed and executed 
and also provided a table to show a roll of paper mid-composition.  Their photos, charming room set vignette, sample 
books, and the tools they use in their printing process, as well as a number of inspiration books and color guides,  
compose a veritable feast for the eye!  This is a “must see” for anyone who enjoys the artistry of this colorful, complex 
hand-crafted art form and interiors product.  The response to this exhibit has been extremely positive, with a substantial 
increase in visitors since the opening reception.  Bradbury & Bradbury will be conducting a family art activity and  
workshop at the Museum, so be sure to check our website for the scheduling of this great addition. Everyone here  
hugely enjoyed working with the B&B staff, and we look forward to working with other businesses in Benicia who have 
interesting histories.  For those who missed our previous exhibit “Stumm’s Vintage Postcards – Views of Benicia and 
Beyond”, go online to see what you missed – Bob Kvasnicka has scanned the “postals” as they were then called and 
put them online.  Thanks Bob!  Also, check out the expanded “Beer Brewing in Benicia” exhibit – as we locate more 
Benicia beer brewing artifacts, we add these items to the display and supplement the narrative information – this is  
another exhibit that everyone seems to enjoy, both history buffs and imbibers! Upcoming exhibits will focus on Benicia’s 
Arsenal participation in WWII. Check our website for this and other upcoming museum events this Fall and Holiday season. 
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Other recent projects:  We purchased more online storage capacity and uploaded  
another 7,500 archival images for a total, to date, of 17,500 images accessible to the 
public from the BHM homepage – many thanks to Bob K. and Fred Paine who have both 
worked tirelessly on these online archives, and to Maya Guerrant, our Summer intern, 
who was in an almost daily dialogue with CJ of Bay Area Internet Connection as they 
worked through the fine tuning of the new BHM website.  Maintenance of both the online 
archives and the website, two connected but separate areas of attention and technical 
expertise, is extremely labor intensive.  The extra time and assistance from these  
individuals has vastly improved our product, producing a much better experience for our 
online visitors and more visibility for both the museum and our city.  Since each image 
may actually contain several photos or copies of documents, the current number of 
searchable items is vast, with a correspondingly vast number of individual searches:  in 
our first year of operation, the online archives attracted 38,000 individual searches,  
including inquiries from Canada, New Zealand, Germany, Algeria, Hungary, Norway and 
Great Britain.  

Imagine the “butterfly effect” of this BHM enterprise in terms of educating, not just the 
residents of Benicia about the history of their own town, but those from other cities,  
counties, states and countries!  Fulfilling our museum mission in this way also serves as 
an instrument for generating local heritage tourism and should also help to supplement 
interest in business startups and commercial leasing.  All other things being equal, would 
you not want to locate your company in a City with a demonstrable pride in its past and 
the kind of historic and cultural amenities you wish your employees and family members 
to enjoy? Of course you would! 

And what better way to start your tour of 
Benicia than the new BHM Historic Map of 
Benicia, California available to reference 
and download from a link on our homepage 
…this wonderful document has compelling 
graphics that highlight the Benicia Arsenal 
area on one side and First Street and  
environs on the other. Reg Page is the  
designer of this effective offering. We  
routinely encourage our museum visitors to 
continue their historic explorations further 
afield and this map makes it easy to find 

their way around our historic sites and structures as well as encouraging dining and retail 
therapy!  The museum is also featured in a City of Benicia video website link (“Visit  
Benicia”) - many thanks to Jack Wolf with Wolf Communications who did a super job  
distilling many images and hours of filming into this great PR tool!        
  

If you attended the 3rd of July torchlight 
parade, which is a Benicia signature 
event, you will have seen the museum’s 
entry which included some amazing  
military vehicles, appropriately dressed 
“military personnel”, and many of our  
veterans, including Peter Caggiano.  Peter 
is a recent addition to our volunteer corps 
at the museum, and he is no idle, “token” 
worker, he is busy on the grounds and in 
the exhibits, working with Chuck, our  
complex groundskeeper.  He is a dear 
man, a valued member of our “family”, and 
the best representative of “the greatest 
generation” and an inspiration to us all.  
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MUSEUM DOCENTS 

Louis Alfeld 
San Chohan 
Crystal Biccum 
Tania Borostyan 
Karen Burns 
Michael Caplin 
Cathy Christo 
Judy Furlong 
Jim Lessenger 
Leonide McKay 
John Moran 
Reg Page 
Lorraine Patten 
Bob Rozett 
Bill Scott 
Carol Scott 
Susan Sullivan 
Bill Venturelli 

 
MUSEUM EXHIBIT HOURS 

Wednesday through Sunday 
1:00pm to 4:00pm 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday through Friday 
9:00am to 2:00pm 

Call for holiday hours. 
 
 
 

ADMISSION: 

Adult:  $5.00 
Student:  $3.00 
Senior:  $3.00 
Children 5 to 12: $2.00 
Children under 5: free 
Members: free 
Military ID:  free 
 

 

One side of our BHM map 

Peter in the “cat-bird” seat between his driver and escort. 



A Note from the Board President 
by Louis Alfeld 

To everyone who supports the Benicia Historical Museum by  
attending our fundraising events and using our facilities to host 
events at the Museum, we thank you very much.  As you know, the 
Benicia Historical Museum is a non-profit organization which tries to 
preserve the evolving history of the City of Benicia and its relationship 
to the military base called the Benicia Arsenal.  To safeguard this 
history, our museum relies on a small cadre of volunteers who  
devote many hours of their time each month to help maintain the 
artifacts, the archives, the premises, provide docent led tours for 
schools, seniors and other visitors, and develop new exhibits for the 
museum.  It is through the volunteers’ help and your contributions 
that the Benicia Historical Museum has become an important and 

favorably received Benicia community organization. 

A recent event at the Benicia Historical Museum was an outdoor concert and dining fundraiser: 
“Bluegrass, Blues, & BBQ” with the added attraction of our amateur beer brewers’ demonstration.  
The event drew more than 150 attendees, many of whom commented on the quality of the 
BBQ sandwiches and the quality of the Bluegrass and Blues bands.  It was a relaxed and 
happy group that spent time in the garden listening to the great music and touring the Powder 
Magazine and other exhibits. 

The Benicia Historical Museum, along with the help of the City of Benicia and Valero Refineries, 
hosted Benicia’s sister city of Tula, State of Hildalgo, Mexico.  Tula sent a small delegation of 
their city leaders to Benicia for a one week visit.  Their visit occurred over our 4th of July 
week, and our Museum was the venue for the “closing ceremonies.”  This was a very fitting 
location for this neighborly sister city get-together when set against the history of the founding 
of Benicia through the efforts of General Vallejo and the many permutations of the Mexican 
land grants of the 1800s. 

For those of you who have not been to our Museum in a while, please stop in and visit our 
“Bradbury & Bradbury Art Wallpapers – A Legacy of Historical Artistry” temporary exhibit.  
This exhibit will remain up through the Christmas holidays and is an interesting contribution to 
the City of Benicia.  As a side note, the Camel Barn was the “first” site of the Bradbury & 
Bradbury operations.  We still have small tidbits of graffiti on the walls from their initial start! 

Finally, as a reminder to everyone, the Benicia Historical Museum, along with Genesis House, 
will be hosting another fund raising event with the sale of Christmas Trees in the museum’s 
parking lot starting just after Thanksgiving through December 23rd or until the trees run out.   
Your continued support of this noteworthy fundraising event is greatly appreciated. 
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TOURS 

 
Educational tours with hands-on activities 

for children  

 
Arranged tours  for  adult, senior and 

family groups 
 

RENTAL AREAS 

Captain Charles  P. Stone Hall 
 

Spenger Memorial Garden 

Curator’s Corner 
by Beverly Phelan 

Under a metal roof with a chain link fence wrapped around is the von  
Pfister adobe.  Although it is in extreme decay the history of this structure 
began as Benicia began. 

Capt. Edward von Pfister was one of Benicia’s early settlers. He was born 
in 1815 in New York (according to his grave marker in the Benicia City 
Cemetery) and engaged in the seagoing trade. Reaching the California 
coast in 1846, von Pfister decided California was the place to settle. He 
sailed to the Sandwich Islands (Hawaii) to pick up cargo to establish a 
general store. On returning, Robert Semple sought him out to convince 
him to bring his cargo and move to Benicia. Von Pfister agreed. A timely 
arrival, he furnished the swallow-tail coats and white linen pants at $15 

apiece for the 12 men in Benicia’s first big wedding, Robert Semple to Frances Ann Cooper.  

Von Pfister opened his store in 1847. The building was a 40-by-25-foot adobe. It is thought to be 
the first store in Solano County. It was a gathering place by day and bar and hotel at night. Von 
Pfister often accepted “California Bank Bills,” cow hides valued at $1.50 each. Barley, corn and 
produce were also traded for merchandise.  

See Curator, Page 4 



It was in this adobe the first word of the 
discovery of gold was leaked. Charley 
Bennett, a trusted messenger of 
Sutter’s, was on his way to Monterey 
with gold samples and a land-lease 
agreement between Sutter and the 
Indians of Coloma. While waiting for 
the boat to San Francisco, Bennett 
stopped in at von Pfister’s. In the 
course of conversation with some men, 
he spilled the beans about the gold 
discovery. The Gold Rush was on! 
Immediately, the majority of the male 
population of Benicia headed for the 
hills.  

Von Pfister didn’t catch the gold fever, but rather stayed in  
Benicia and catered to the would-be miners on their way to the 
fields and the many miners who would over winter. This did not 
last as he was convinced by Sam Brannan who was passing 
through Benicia from Sutter’s Mill to come with him to start a 
business near the gold fields.  He packed up his goods on Dr. 
Robert Semple’s ferry and headed to Sacramento and then to 
Coloma. After six months von Pfister sold out due to the murder 
of his brother who had just arrived from Honolulu.  Von Pfister 
pursued this individual for nearly a year but to no avail. Von  
Pfister returned to Benicia and later operated the California 
House and at three different times the Solano Hotel.  He  
purchased the adobe in 1853 and was owner until his death.  
Port Costa Lumber Company and the Johnson Lumber Company 
purchased it before it was taken over by Joseph Garske. He was 
very active in the community; he was elected to the Common 
Council in 1850-1852, served as the City Assessor, Justice of the 
Peace and was involved in real estate.  He died on April 9, 1988 
and is buried in the Benicia City Cemetery. 

Curator 
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Calendar of Events 
“Bradbury & Bradbury Art Wallpapers – A Legacy of His-
torical Artistry” 
Current exhibit featuring the history of this prestigious interiors 
wall covering company, including hand-screened heritage pa-
pers displays. 
Exhibit Opened: Sunday, July 27, 2014 – current through De-
cember 2014. 
 
“Cheers! Beer Brewing in Benicia” 
Current exhibit featuring history and artifacts relating to the 
local beer brewing industry in the early to mid 1900s. 
 
Annual Membership Meeting 
Sunday, September 28, 2014 at 2pm 
Stone Hall 
 
Christmas Tree Lot 
Fundraiser for BHM and Genesis House 
Opens Friday, November 28, 2014 
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My time at the Museum 
by Maya Guerrant 

 

My time working at the Benicia 
Historical Museum at the Camel 
Barns has been very satisfying to 
me. By working with the employees 
and volunteers here, I have 
learned that it is possible to  
maintain an enjoyable and  
relaxed atmosphere at work while 
still having a lot to do.  I knew 
that I would be working in the 
BHM office when I applied to be 
the summer intern, but  what I did 
not know is that I would learn and 
take home so many more skills 
that I will be able to apply to my 
life and future jobs.  From day 
one. I have been learning the 
essentials to running a museum. 
I have learned what it takes to 

keep an office organized and running, how to design and edit the 
BHM website, and how to open and set up exhibits in the Museum!  I 
was able to be a part of the hands-on portion of the elementary 
school tours and even got a taste of working in the Museum’s 
archives. Learning how to log artifacts into the museum’s records 
and properly care for and organize these artifacts was so interesting to 
me, especially since I would not have learned how to do any of 
this if I had not worked here.  I am very grateful for the guidance 
and support offered by Executive Director Elizabeth d’Huart,  
Office Manager Tania Borostyan, Curator Beverly Phelan, and 
the rest of the BHM crew, who have made this experience so 
much more than just an internship and have provided me with the 
invaluable skills I can take with me into my future. Although this 
Friday is my last day with the museum, I am looking forward to 
the pizza party being held here to celebrate a successful summer 
season at the Benicia Historical Museum. 

Thank you to everyone who made the last 3 months as great as 
they were! 

 
Lastly, by the time you read 
this, our second (and hope-
fully, annual) “Bluegrass, 
Blues & BBQ” event of  
August 24 will have come 
and gone, which is a  
terrifically fun occasion with 
something for everyone.  
The Benicia Brewers bring 
their equipment to show the 
inner workings of a real  
distillery; all of the exhibits 
are open, including “Beer 
Brewing in Benicia”, and the 
bluegrass “Sycamore” group 
and “The Blues Defenders” 
band have people moving toes and other body parts, and 
some dancing will be taking place!  This fundraiser is an 
important one to the BHM – how nice that it is something 
we all can enjoy!   

Director 
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Kris Caplin & guest at the “Bluegrass, Blues 
& BBQ” event 

Maya Guerrant 


