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By Executive Director—Elizabeth d’Huart.
After several years of being a bystander at the annual July 3rd Main Street Torchlight Parade in which
the Museum has an entry every year, I had my own
2015 parade moment dressed as “Rosie the Riveter” holding up
one end of the BHM banner while Katelynn Burmark, our Office Manager, held up the other end, similarly dressed. Behind us followed
Hump-Free, a dromedary from Lyon Ranch Therapy Animals, with
Robin and Rob Lyon at his side; behind them the East Bay Area Reenactors dressed in 40s civilian clothes. Following in the World War II
jeeps were our veterans and reenactors dressed in World War II uniforms, the whole moving panorama expressing perfectly the theme of
our current rotating exhibit “A Call to Arms: Benicia Arsenal –
WWII”. This was my very first experience as a parade participant, and
I have to say that I enjoyed myself tremendously! It certainly provided
me with a great people-watching opportunity and it was exciting to see
the reaction of the crowd, especially the children, as they caught sight
of Hump-Free with his saddle blanket i.d.: “Benicia Arsenal Camel
Auction 1864”, the historic event that gave its name to our Museum
location “the Camel Barns”. Hump-Free was a new attraction to the
parade and certainly did a wonderful job personifying our namesake
and Museum logo. Raised with devoted care by his pet parents Rob
and Robin Lyon, Hump-Free is a therapy animal trained to work with
children, seniors, hospital patients, and other members of the public,
all of whom enjoy connecting to his intelligent and gentle spirit. Juliana and Patrick Gaul were the organizers for the “civilians”, and I am
most grateful to them – their 40s era street dancing program was awesome! John Halliday, a BHM board member and military expert, organized the vets and reenactors in their WWII uniforms and the jeeps
they traveled in, the much-decorated and beloved Bob Hitchcock receiving salutes and applause as the group made their stately way down
First Street. To our delight we were awarded first prize in the antique
vehicles category.

!
e
d
a
r
a
P
a
e
v
o
IL

Benicia is certainly the place to be for this all-American holiday, and it
is no wonder the parade attracts such a huge crowd providing, not just
a marvelous holiday celebration, but also an opportunity to showcase
the town’s beautiful waterfront, historic sites and structures, and the
shops, restaurants and other amenities of our vintage California First
Street and local community. Something to celebrate indeed!

2060 Camel Road ♦ Benicia, CA 94510 ♦ P: (707)745-5435 ♦ F: (707)745-5869
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News from the Executive Director
by Elizabeth d’Huart

Educational tours with hands-on
activities for children

Arranged tours for adult, senior
and family groups

RENTAL AREAS

Captain Charles P. Stone Hall

Spenger Memorial Garden
For information please visit our
website:
www.beniciahistoricalmuseum.org

Main Street is the organizer of Benicia’s Independence Day
events; the City’s Economic Development and City Manager’s
departments, through its Business Attraction and Retention, Community Relations, and Tourism efforts, also continue to bring
Benicia to the attention of those looking for a place to do business,
to bring up their children, to retire, and to visit. The Museum
itself is a Benicia Visitors Center, and we inform our tourists about our heritage and evolving
“story”, providing our visitors with docent tours and a two-sided, full color map that highlights
both old and new points-of-interest in the Benicia Arsenal and downtown. In this way, we keep
our visitors flowing into the Museum and then direct them out again to the rest of the city so that
they get the benefit of a full Benicia experience. As the representative for the Museum on the
EDB Tourism Committee assisting with the Sunset Magazine tourism event, the Solano County
Fair, and other City/Museum promotion and marketing events, I am grateful to the City for all
they do for us and our local community – the Museum is featured in a link and video short accessible through the City site, featured in a recent National Public Radio podcast facilitated through
the City’s PR consultant Jack Wolf, and participating in a September AAA “advertorial” about
Benicia. Cross –marketing with the City and other local entities builds the synergy that spells
mission success for our nonprofit and our beloved Benicia as a whole.
Our current rotating exhibit, which opened in March, continues to attract high attendance, with many Benicia families and out-of-town visitors coming back for another tour and recommending the exhibit to their friends and neighbors. The opening itself was a huge success,
featuring Sergeant Major Daniel Sebby’s presentation on the military infrastructure and American culture during the WWII era. Packed with intriguing photos and fascinating details, (Japan
bombarded the CA coast with incendiary devices! Santa Barbara was
Continued, page 3
shelled! Hollywood set designers camouflaged the roofs of military

From the Desk of the Board President, Lou Alfeld
You’re right! The image to the left is not my usual headshot –
instead, this is a photograph of one of the many Guillermo Wagner Granizo portrait tiles currently housed in our archives, soon
to be on display in our newly restyled exhibit area. This glazed
pottery piece depicts Thomas Larkin (1802-1858) and is one of a
series of Benicia history figures the artist has captured in clay
and segmented color. What was once a BHM “media” area is
now more of a “mixed media” area! While formulating the recast of the permanent exhibit, the Museum took a long hard look
at this space and decided that, as our exhibit openings continue
to attract larger and larger audiences that can only be accommodated downstairs in Stone Hall, we needed to rethink the possibilities. Our city is home to a marvelously talented and active
arts community, so we embraced a gallery-type setting that allows for flexible seating and viewing to showcase history art
pieces and highlight the ever-growing interest in program interpretation through artistic visualization as well as retaining the TV monitor to show the videos and CDs that will continue
to augment our exhibits. Over the past several years, the Museum has lent Granizo tiles to
the Benicia Public Library for one of the now-monthly art walks to great enthusiasm - thanks
to our staff and volunteers Jim Lessenger, Bob Rozett, and Bev Phelan, we have strengthened, cleaned and waxed the frames, cleaned the tiles, and are installing the Granizo “show”
so that we can all enjoy these wonderful artifacts. Please come to the Guillermo Wagner
Granizo show opening day on Sunday, October 25th at 1:00 PM. What a bounty of beauty
and historical interest to look forward to! P.S. We would love to acquire a gallery bench for
the comfort of our visitors a donation of same or funds to do so would be greatly appreciated!
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manufacturing facilities with netting that resembled bucolic farmland to fool the
Japanese flying overhead!), Sebby’s talk was followed by a USO “Canteen” with
snacks and drinks and 40s music provided by Larry Lauber. And there was dancing! A large group of Bay area reenactors came for
the talk, stayed for the dancing along with other members of the crowd, and showed off their 40s-era clothing and military uniforms.
It was a wonderful evening, with our World War II vets getting a standing ovation and mingling with the attendees who flocked
around them, eager to hear details of their experiences. Subsequently, the Benicia Rotary Club held an April luncheon at the Museum where Daniel did a repeat of this talk and Rotarians had a private view of the exhibit. We are pleased that so many residents have
participated in this very ambitious exhibit!
Martha McGettigan, Dona Benicia’s great-great granddaughter, will be at the Museum on Sunday, August 23 rd at 1 PM, to
help us celebrate the anniversary of Dona Benicia’s 200th birthday. Come for birthday cake and to share with Martha personal Vallejo family memories and mementos that shed light on the life and times of our illustrious namesake. This event is free and open to
the public; light refreshments will be served, and we have a Mexican musical program as well.
Thanks to Valero for their intern program funding, we have Rebecca Rhee with us for the summer. Rebecca will be a senior next year at Benicia High School and is following in the footsteps of her older sister, Monica, who has recently graduated from
Notre Dame University. Thank you Valero for providing us with such accomplished individuals – their service to the Museum is
incalculable, scanning and uploading documents to our archives and online website, docenting, and helping with exhibit displays.
Do you remember the song, “That’s where my money goes, to buy my baby clothes; I buy her everything to keep her in
style”? Well, substitute the word “clothes “and “everything” with the words “hardware” and “software”, and that pretty much sums
up the majority of current pricey outgoings for the Museum as we continue to purchase increased capacity, upgraded software, and
renew licensing agreements to maintain and expand our online archives. Cataloguing artifacts and documenting research information requires a special system, PastPerfect, which charges for the necessary “next generation” facilitating portal, annual posting
fee, and technical assistance, which comes to a pretty penny. This very popular feature of our online Museum website is one of the
useful and valuable resources for our residents and scholars - our Google statistics reveal that 36,000 plus individuals went to our
website last year and continued on to our online archives from over 35 different countries! Such is the power of the web, such is the
reach of this little history museum … more promotional activity for Benicia, more contributions to our knowledge and appreciation
of our history and Benicia’s heritage tourism efforts.

cont. from page 2

Calendar of Events
Celebrating the Anniversary of Doña Francisca Maria Felipa
Benicia Carrillo de Vallejo’s 200th Birthday!






Presentation by Martha McGettigan the great-great granddaughter of
Doña Benicia
Sunday, August 23rd, 2015 at 1:00 PM
Mexican musical program provided by vocalist Teressa Delavega
accompanied by Jean Brown
Free to the public
Birthday cake, chips and salsa, and virgin margaritas to be served

“She Built Ships—During World War II”





Presentation by author Jeanne Slone
Sunday, September 20th, 2015 at 1:00 PM
Free to the public
Book signing to follow

Benicia Historical Museum Annual Members and Friends Meeting


Sunday, September 27th, 2015 at 2:00 PM

“A Call to Arms: The Benicia Arsenal—WWII”




Ongoing special exhibit
Come out to learn about the Benicia Arsenal’s role in WWII
Open museum hours: Wednesday—Sunday; 1:00 —4:00 PM
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Curator’s Corner
By Beverly Phelan

Volunteers: Roberta Garrett, Bob Kvasnicka, Greg Baldwin,
Fred Paine and our interns (currently, Rebecca Rhee) comprise
the greatest asset to our Archives Department. Without their
continuous support we wouldn’t have been able to scan and
upload the thousands of items on view in our BHM collection
online. Accessioning items into the computer is a laborious
project and we are so fortunate that these individuals find the time to do the work;
thanks to them the progress we have made in this area over the last eight years has
been outstanding.
Benicia History: I was recently reviewing Benicia military history and became engrossed reading about one Lt. George Stoneman (1822-1894) who was stationed at
the Benicia Barracks in the early 1850s; he also belonged to the Benicia Lodge #5
F.&A.M. (Free and Accepted Masons). A graduate of West Point (1846), he was
stationed in California during the Mexican War and served as Quartermaster of the
Mormon Battalion, first in San Diego, then later in San
Francisco, Benicia and Sonoma. At the outbreak of the
Civil War in 1861, he had risen to become a Major in the
cavalry and aided in the defense of Washington D.C. He
was a member of General McClellan’s staff and became a
Brigadier General of the U.S. Volunteers and Chief of the
Cavalry. He received his commission as Major General in
1862 and was cited for his meritorious service at the battle
of Fredericksburg, later commanding an infantry corps in
eastern Tennessee. After the Civil War he supervised the
mustering out of volunteers and aided in the peace restoration process. He was made the commander of the Arizona
Military Department in 1870 under President Grant and he
remained there until his retirement from the military in
1871, moving to San Gabriel, CA. His civil career then
commenced: President Hayes appointed him to the Board of U. S. Indian Commissioners; California Governor Irwin made him Commissioner of Transportation; and
he was also a railroad commissioner. In 1883, he was elected
Governor of California and served in that position until 1887. Lt.
George Stoneman: soldier, statesman, and a Benicia “person of
interest”!
Recent donations: A WWII aviator’s white silk scarf belonging
to former resident Ed Landwehr donated by Gun Landwehr;
Knights of Columbus sword and scabbard, property of the Solano
Ferry Captain Elijah Morton, plus photos of the Solano Ferry donated by Jerry Ann Cook; a centennial booklet on the Benicia
Arsenal donated by W. Gordon Bennett; WWII ration books and
envelope donated by Jean Colomy; a framed wedding photo belonging to former resident Hortense L. Nunn donated by her
daughter Sharon Glassmaker; six books on Benicia history donated by Jim Lessenger … thank you to our donors!
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Louis Alfeld, President
Robert Rozett, Vice President
Susan Sullivan, Secretary
John Moran, Treasurer
Dee Case
John Halliday
Larry Lauber
Elizabeth Murphy
Reginald Page
Mike Caplin
MUSEUM STAFF

Elizabeth d’Huart, Executive Director
Katelynn Burmark, Office Manager
Charles Pregeant, Complex Caretaker
VOLUNTEER STAFF

Harry Wassmann, Curator Emeritus
Beverly Phelan, Curator
Roberta Garrett, Registrar
Jim Garrett, Multitask Volunteer
Bob Kvasnicka, Registrar
Fred Paine, Computer Consultant
Susan Sullivan, Education Chair
Greg Baldwin, Registar
MUSEUM DOCENTS

Louis Alfeld
Sam Chohan
Crystal Biccum
Tania Borostyan
Karen Burns
Michael Caplin
Cathy Christo
Nate Cope
Judy Furlong
Jim Lessenger
Leonide McKay
John Moran
Reg Page
Lorraine Patten
Bob Rozett
Bill Scott
Carol Scott
Susan Sullivan
Bill Venturelli
MUSEUM EXHIBIT HOURS

Wednesday through Sunday
1:00pm to 4:00pm
OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday through Friday
9:00am to 2:00pm
Call for holiday hours.
ADMISSION:

Adult:
$5.00
Student:
$3.00
Senior:
$3.00
Children 5 to 12:
$2.00
Children under 5: free
Members:
free
Military with ID:
free
Free first Wednesday of every
month

