
 

 

CAMEL TRACKS 
BENICIA HISTORICAL MUSEUM AT THE CAMEL BARNS 

2060 Camel Road  •  Benicia, CA 94510  •  P:(707)745-5435  • F: (707)745-5869 
  email: info@beniciahistoricalmuseum.org  •  website: www.beniciahistoricalmuseum.org Winter 2014 

  Happy Holidays  
from the Benicia Historical Museum! 

 

VOENA:  
Voices of the Season 

- Wintersong 

♫  Saturday, December 13th 
♦  7:30 pm - 9:30pm 
♦  Doors open at 7:00pm 
♪  $25 a ticket 

♦  Limited Seating  ♦  Tickets 
available at BHM, Bookshop 
Benicia, ABC Music & online 

 Christmas Tree Lot 
 

Friday, November 28—December 23 
Everyday: 10:00am—7:00pm  

 
Fresh cut trees of all sizes and varieties 

 
   Joint Fundraiser for Genesis House 

and BHM 

We would like to welcome everyone to our upcoming events.   

Please come celebrate the season with us! 



A Letter from the Executive Director 
by Elizabeth d’Huart 

To close out our calendar and fiscal year we are taking a backwards glance at our 2013-
2014 exhibits, events and projects.  The first: “Those Amazing Mizners—Benicia’s Cele-
brated Clan” examined the various members of one of Benicia’s most interesting  fami-
lies with emphasis on the achievements of Wilson and Addison.  “Stumm’s Vintage Post-
cards—Views of Benicia and Beyond” featured a remarkable collection of turn-of-the-
century postcards of Benicia and the greater Bay Area.  “Giovanna Isolani—Off the Grid” 
was the artist’s showcase of innovative yarn works.  “Marty Jonas & The Revolving 
Thread—Creating Space Filling Space” displayed an array of elegant fabric mesh sculp-
tures.  And finally, the very popular “Bradbury & Bradbury Art Wallpapers—A Legacy of 
Historical Artistry” explores the history of this iconic Benicia company and the various 
aesthetic movements that inspire their beautiful wall coverings. At the public’s request, 
this exhibit has been extended through February 2015. All great stuff!        

Some favored  temporary exhibitions have taken up permanent residence—this includes 
“Camelot!  The Philly Dake Camel Collection” which now occupies eight permanent dis-
play cases with over 500 camel-related pieces.  Another current exhibition is “Cheers!  
Beer Brewing in Benicia” showcasing Benicia’s more indulgent past time from the early 
to mid-1900s.  Also on view is the newly donated Webb dollhouse installation—this Vic-
torian dollhouse portrays a picture of upper-middle class Benicia in miniature scale.   

This year we have also had two off-site exhibitions:  the 
Yuba Manufacturing Company exhibition at the Benicia 
Public Library showing the history of this prominent metal 
works company.  This exhibit served as a complimentary 
segment to the Yuba inspired artists show with works from 
Hedi Desuyo and Linda Grebmeier. The second offsite 
installation was the Museum’s own Granizo tile collection 
which was brought to the library to augment the  final Art 
Walk of 2014 focusing on the Granizo sidewalk ceramics 
we all know and love.   

Looking forward to 2015, we are planning several new 
shows including “A Call to Arms -  Benicia Arsenal in 

WWII” which will open in March2015 with hundreds of 
previously unpublished military photos from the recently 
donated Cowell archival collection. This exhibit will high-

light the products produced at the Arsenal during WWII and will provide a privileged peek 
at the men and women who helped America win the war. The public is invited to lend 
those items and photos that help us illustrate this 
important chapter in the story of our town.  The 
biggest change at the museum next year will be 
the continuing reorganization of the permanent 
collection featuring new storyboards and visual 
materials. We are working hard to create new 
interactive displays to enrich and enhance the 
visitor experience.   

As always, another key component of the Benicia 
Historical Museum’s 2013-2014 priorities has 
been our educational outreach. The Schools 
Tours program attracts over 1,000 students, 
teachers, and parents every year.  Our stalwart 
education volunteers have been working hard 
to produce new program materials and train new volunteers.  This fun-filled tour program 
offers hands-on re-enactment activities  designed to capture the interest of our younger 
residents and is constructed to comply with the state’s history curriculum.  We have also 
distributed a number of copies of the BHM Granizo Tile “Walking Tour” booklet  to all 
Benicia schools as a teaching aid, while our  “Mission Culture” and “Native American” 
traveling trunks are refreshed and ready to check out by teachers 
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MUSEUM EXHIBIT HOURS 

Wednesday through Sunday 
1:00pm to 4:00pm 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday through Friday 
9:00am to 2:00pm 

Call for holiday hours. 
 
 
 

ADMISSION: 

Adult:  $5.00 
Student:  $3.00 
Senior:  $3.00 
Children 5 to 12: $2.00 
Children under 5: free 
Members: free 
Military ID:  free 
 

Granizo tile depicting WWII 

Students doing laundry the “old fashioned” way  

Continued page 4 



A Note from the Board President 
by Louis Alfeld 

Season’s Greetings to Friends, Members, and Docents! 

As we begin our winter season at the Benicia Historical Museum, 
we can report a number of positive events that are bringing our Mu-
seum public attention.  Perhaps the most notable is the revamp of 
our website “BeniciaHistoricalMuseum.org”.  This site is regularly 
updated to reflect current and future events on the “Calendar of 
Events” link.  The “Virtual Exhibits” link asks the public for their help 
in identifying old photograph negatives. This website has attracted 
thousands of “hits” since its inception.  We encourage you to ac-

cess our website and to help us piece together the rich history of Benicia.   A second positive 
event for our Museum is the ever increasing number of visitors that take a tour of the Museum 
through our “Education Outreach Program.”  This program reaches out to schools in Benicia, 
Vallejo, and neighboring communities (including home schools), and provides a “hands on” 
learning experience as well as an informed tour of the Museum. 

As always, we strive to provide a positive experience for our visitors and residents whenever 
they tour our Museum.  This successful experience is accomplished by volunteers who indi-
vidually and collectively bring to the Museum the best possible “product” for the community.  
Putting the BHM archival images available online was a time-consuming labor of love and 
large funding chunk for us; researching, scanning, uploading and printing off the Stumm post-
card collection means that they can now be enjoyed by all.  Coordinating volunteers for do-
cent work, to keep the doors of the Museum open, and providing school tour guides is an 
everyday task that speaks well of our volunteers and service to the community.   

The Benicia Historical Museum will be teaming up again with Genesis House during our an-
nual fundraising “Christmas Tree Sale “event.  This is the major fundraising activity for the 
Museum and your support through the purchase of Christmas Trees is vital to our Museum. 
So please keep us on your list of places to go, bring visitors, and learn a little bit more about 
Benicia’s place in California history. 
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TOURS 
 

Educational tours with hands-on activities 
for children  

 
Arranged tours  for  adult, senior and 

family groups 
 

RENTAL AREAS 

Captain Charles  P. Stone Hall 
 

Spenger Memorial Garden 

Curator’s Corner 
by Beverly Phelan 

One of the largest items we have in our collection is the model of a floating 
bucket-line dredge built in 1913 by Yuba Mfg. of Marysville.  The purpose 
of the 16-foot long model was to introduce the dredge as an efficient 
means of extracting gold from rivers and to persuade investors to pur-
chase the full-size 200-foot dredge.  The model was exhibited in the 1915 
Panama Pacific International Exposition in San Francisco.  The large 
dredges were made in Benicia after Yuba Mfg. purchased the Benicia 
Agricultural Works in 1914. 

Imagine a long string of 140 buckets on an endless moving bucket line of 
a floating dredge in the Yuba gold fields.  Each bucket is filled with 18 cubic feet of river gravel, 
digging over 15,000 cubic yards of earth and a tiny bit of gold each and every day!  They dig down 
as deep as 127 feet!   

The gold was separated on the barge that holds the dredge.  The waste, called tailings, was tossed 
out along the riverbank and piled sometimes as tall as a seven-story building.  Today, you can still 
see these immense, barren mountains of waste rock as you drive through parts of the Sacramento 
Valley. 

The basic design of a bucket line dredge is fairly simple.  The front of the dredge is comprised of a 
series of huge metal buckets called the boom.  Picture a series of metal scoops about the size of a 
bathtub, designed to go around in a continuous loop similar to a huge chainsaw.  The boom is an-
gled down into the earth and digs up a continuous supply of gravels to be processed.  The material 
is brought into the main part of the dredge called the hull.  The hull is basically a floating factory 
where several men can work inside of it.  As the buckets drop material into the hull, it is sifted 
through a sieve to remove the larger non-gold bearing materials.  This material would consist of the 
large boulders, rocks, sticks, logs, and any other debris that gets picked up by the boom.  The 
smaller material that falls through the sieve gets processed through a sluice 
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system and the gold is recovered using standard recovery meth-
ods.  Waste material, both the large unprocessed material and 
the smaller processed gravels are moved out the back of the 
dredge by conveyors.  
As the dredge moves 
forward, this waste 
material is piled out 
the back of the 
dredge. 

Bucket-line dredges 
are not self-propelled, 
so they need to be 
manually anchored in 
position using a large 
stake called a spud.  Once in position, the whole dredge and 
boom is designed to move around to reach all the material in 
front of it. 

These dredges were quite hard on the environment.  The dam-
age that they do to riparian areas is considered unacceptable, 
and they have been banned in most countries today.  Today you 
can find dredges scattered around the world, most of them sitting 
in the same place that they were parked over a hundred years 
ago.  You can see the working model in our Industrial Exhibit in 
the other camel barn.  Ask the docent for a tour. 

Curator 
Continue from page 3 
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Calendar of Events 
“Bradbury & Bradbury Art Wallpapers – A Legacy of His-
torical Artistry” - Current exhibit featuring the history of this 
prestigious interiors wall covering company, including hand-
screened heritage papers displays.  Exhibition extended 
through February 2015. 
 
“Cheers! Beer Brewing in Benicia” 
Ongoing  exhibit featuring history and artifacts relating to the 
local beer brewing industry in the early to mid 1900s. 
 
Christmas Tree Lot 
Joint fundraiser for BHM and Genesis House 
Opens Friday, November 28 through December 23, 2014 
 
Santa’s Workshop with Bradbury & Bradbury 
Christmas crafts made from Bradbury and Bradbury wallpa-
per .  Free to  the public.  Please bring your own scissors. 
Sunday, December 7, 1:00—4:00pm 
 
Voena: Voices of the Season—Wintersong 
Saturday, Dcember 13, 2015  ♦  7:30—9:30pm 
Tickets $25 
 
Members Only New Year’s Potluck 
Sunday, January 11, 2015, 4:30—7:00pm 
Members with last names A-L: please bring a hot dish of vege-
tables or casserole  
Members with last names M-Z: please bring a cold salad or 
fruit dish 
 
Golden Bough in Concert 
Saturday, January 17, 2015  ♦  8:00pm—10:00pm 
Tickets $20 

archival images to the library to assist them with their grant 
which provides  a new Benicia cell phone app now availa-
ble for android and apple products.  In the coming year we 
will be uploading additional documents, images, and his-
torical narratives to our online presence as we continue to 
upload artifacts into this valuable online resource for all to 
use and enjoy. 

To accomplish our preservation and outreach goals this 
year, we have worked with a number of wonderful part-
ners, including  the City of Benicia (Parks & Rec; EDB/
Tourism; Sustainability Commission; Arts & Culture Com-
mission) and other community entities such as the Cham-
ber of Commerce; the Rotary Club; our sister City Tula, 
Mexico; the Benicia Public Library; First Tuesday Poetry 
group; the Friends of the Benicia State Parks; the Benicia 
Historical Society; Benicia Main Street; VOENA; Genesis 
House; the Valero intern program; and, of course, the 
Friends of the Benicia Historical Museum; our BHM spon-
sors; our Board members, docents and volunteers— the 
phrase: ”it takes a village” certainly applies to the wonder-
ful work and service we are able to accomplish with and 
for our beloved village! 

to supplement  their classroom materials. The Senior 
Tours program continues to provide fun and informative 
tours for active senior groups.  And, as always, specialist 
exhibit-related lectures and 
presentations have been 
provided as part of the open-
ing receptions for all of our 
temporary exhibits.  We 
were extremely lucky to 
have author Glen Koch ex-
pand on our Stumm post-
card knowledge with his in-
formative PowerPoint; our 
own city architect Steve 
McKee discussed the Mizner 
influence on Spanish Rivival 
architecture; and Steve Bau-
er and Bruce Bradbury en-
tertained us with their B&B 
company histories and 
personal stories.   

Be sure to visit our new-
this-year BHM website, with the addition of the Museum’s 
online archives of over 17,500 images now available to the 
public for viewing and downloading—a real boon to our 
students, authors, and heritage visitors. Imagine—over 
30,000 individual searches have been made since the in-
ception of this online collection!  Also new this year online 
is our downloadable tourist map  that lists all Benicia his-
toric sites and structures; and we have contributed our 

Director 
Continue from page 2 

Guests enjoying the Bradbury & Bradbury 
exhibition 


